


Pyengyang, Korea January 2, 1906 Margaret Best

Rev. A.J. Brown, D.D.

156 Fifth Avenue, New York

Dear Dr. Brown,

A few days after my arrival in Pyeng Yang Dec. 6
th

I was appointed to write the monthly
letter to you. I have waited until now in order to learn something of what is being done here. I

still feel a little like Rip Van Winkle and somewhat “on the outside” - but I hope it will not be
long now until I shall get into the working of things.

I came up to Pyeng Yang from Fusan by rail- and if I hadn’t had to stop over a day in

Seoul to wait for my trunks to come on from Fusan I could have made the trip from Fusan to

Pyeng Yang in two days, and for the small sum of six dollars and fourteen cents gold for carfare,

where we used to have to allow a week or more for the trip and pay nearly three times the money
for steamer fare besides hotel bills if we had to wait at Chemulpo for a steamer to Pyeng Yang.
The railway from Fusan to Seoul has very comfortable American coaches and a dining car

service which is very good, and ridiculously inexpensive. The cars from Seoul to Pyeng Yang as

yet are only freight cars with planks for seats running along the sides, and no means of lighting

or heating. The time from Seoul to Pyeng Yang is not quite twelve hours. I was fortunate in

having company all the way up from Fusan. Dr. Vinton and Dorothy got on the train at Seoul,

Mr. & Mrs. Critchett of the M.E. [Methodist] Mission at Haiju came on at Sari Won and Mr.

Lee, [Graham Lee] who had been itinerating in his Whang Ju district, surprised us at Whang Ju.

It seemed quite a different kind ofjourney from any I’d ever had in Korea.

When I reached Pyeng Yang the community was rather quiet. Dr. Follwell of the

Methodist Mission was just recovering from an attack of diphtheria and Mrs. Blair of ours was
still very ill with it. The children of the foreign school had been exposed to it, so the school was
disbanded for a week or so to await developments. Mrs. Blair in a week’s time was much better

and no one else was taken with the dread disease. At the Christmas entertainment held for the

missionary children at Mrs. Lee’s every member, young and old, of the missionary community
was present - which spoke well for the health of the community, Dr. Wells remarked at the time.

When I first came there was a good deal of talk in the community about the young men
from Pyeng Yang - some of them Academy boys, who had gone a short while before up to Seoul

to give up their lives for their country. Their idea seemed to be that all they could do for their

country in it’s hour of shame was to lay down their lives. So they went. Some of them were

arrested and not treated at all as heroes deserve to be treated. They came back to Pyeng Yang
afraid that their lives were in danger and willing enough to listen to the missionaries who had

warned them before they went of the futility and foolishness of what they wanted to do. The

Academy boys were not taken back into school, although they plead to be allowed to come.

The Women’s Training Class is in session now, with Dr. Gale and Mr. Clark up from

Seoul to help in the teaching. I haven’t heard what the attendance is, but it probably isn’t as

large as it has been because just before Christmas a class was held at Chai Ryong for the Whang
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Hai Do people and so they have dropped out of this class. Yesterday the new Book Room down
in the center of the city was opened with appropriate ceremonies. The rooms were thrown open
to visitors, entertainment provided, guides appointed to explain the object of the rooms and to
show the visitors through the rooms. Over one thousand visitors were received during the day -

among them the Korean Governor of Pyeng Yang, and the Magistrates and the Japanese Consul
Several sums of money were given by different visitors toward expense of the Book Room.

The work in the city has grown wonderfully while I’ve been away. Another church (the
third one) is being started - this one in the northern part of the city - and to be in charge of Mr.
Blair. The Central Church on Christmas day was so crowded that the women had to be sent
away - with the promise that the program would be given over again for them a couple days
later. Truth compels me to add that it wasn’t altogether on account of the crowded conditions of
the church that the women were sent away after they had assembled and had heard (?) a part of
the program. They would not be quiet through the program, though the “moksas” [pastors] and
Korean leaders exhorted them once & again to be quiet. So home they had to go to ponder their
shortcomings. I very much fear that the gentlemen who tried to persuade the unwilling sisters to
leave the church on Christmas morning have given up the idea that the Oriental woman lives in

abject subjection to the will of man. I guess “when she will, she will, & when she won’t she
won’t”- is of universal application. The whole scene was very funny and a most unexpected turn
in the program - but the women needed the lesson - and I have heard that when they assembled
Wednesday morning to listen to a second rendering of the program they were as quiet and
orderly as could be desired. The experience shows, however, that even the large Central Church
is now too small to seat the largest gatherings that assemble on special occasions.

I have found plenty to occupy my time from the time ofmy arrival. There is more to do
and not enough people to do it. Do you ever get tired of that old story? I’m so glad to be here.

Sincerely yours,

Margaret Best

(from microfilm reel #281, vol. 236, letter no. 2)



1/18, 19/06 - p.2 A.F.M.
shall be glad for him when the keenest weather is over. Last week we had heavy snows and now
there is a cutting North wind straight from Siberia’s ice fields. It is such weather that spoils an

active boy by keeping him in arms most of the time. It does me good to think that he can live

out doors most of the time next winter. I have made a creeping suit of blue check gingham

copied from the photo of a Buster Brown suit, and he does look so sweet. Can you imagine a fat

blue mealbag on two fat legs with a round, laughing face above it? Here is another pen picture

of him - see him sitting on a quilt on the floor with his box of toys before him hunting diligently

for his little whistle which he then holds up over his shoulder to Chai-si, telling her to blow it for

him with a very emphatic “whoo-oo-oo.” He loves the Koreans and goes to them readily. He is

not developing rapidly - is not precocious in any way, but is just building up a good strong body,

and that is better, I think, than to be a marvel of early development. Two months ago I thought I

would surely have him weaned by this time but his wet nurse still has a large supply of good

milk which I supplement every day with a little white of egg, cream and enough Mellin’s food to

act as a slight laxative. He is tucking away some good rich cream these days. That reminds me,

Mother, of two things which I shall need for Jamie boy when we reach home; - an Arnold’s

Steam Sterilizer with one dozen bottles. This I shall expect to bring back here with me and use

for several years to sterilize all the milk for a growing boy. And the other article is a portable

bath tub of some kind which will be serviceable for a couple of years. Will you look up the

folding rubber bath tubs and see if they are not too expensive and are what I could use?

Baby’s new rattle is so pretty. I sometimes tremble for its slender stem. There is nothing

like a girl about Babykins and it won’t be long, apparently, before he is ready for hammer and

nails, - so Fatherdy, don’t invest in any fragile playthings for this boy.

I haven’t finished but I must stop for this is a busy day. Fatherdy, the new Association

building, your building was opened on New Year’s Day with appropriate ceremonies and Sam is

hunting for time to write you an account of it. I don’t know enough of the details. Sam is so

busy I scarcely see him, except across the table at meal times and then we seldom have a meal,

even breakfast, that is not interrupted. He works till late at night and I get up with Baby early

every morning - so we see little of each other and are always in such a rush that there is little

time for home life. We both think it is not right to have no time for leisure or life together and

are hoping when we come back after furlough that there will be new workers and we can plan

our lives in a different way.

Now a heart full of love to you both from all three of us.

Your loving daughter,

Alice F. Moffett

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



Madison, Indiana January 19th, 1906 Maria Jane McKee Moffett

(Mrs. Samuel Shuman Moffett)

My Dear Sam & Alice,

I think I have written to you since the New Year came in but when good news is awaiting to

fly over the seas I cannot delay. We are all rejoicing over the arrival of a little girl baby in Howard’s
[S.A. Moffett’s brother, Howard] home last Sunday morning about 5 o’clock. All’s well.

Everything has been going just as we would have it. It seems I have been writing ever since

the baby came but haven’t got round yet in sending the glad tidings. The other three girl babies came
in ‘05 - Deweese & two Kellar babies. Little Miss Moffett is as sweet & good as she can be - cries

only when she is hungry. I have been up to see her twice & she is always eating & sleeping - just

what she ought to be doing. Clinton & Carrie [the new baby’s older brother & sister] have been very

happy in the prospect. They were with us several days but we don’t see them so often now. I gave

Carrie a low rocking chair for Christmas that she might have her fill of bliss in holding the little sister

& rocking her to sleep. Ella [Howard’s wife] is all smiles. Howard still comes in every morning to

report. The Dr. & nurse commend the good behavior of all concerned. It is against the rules for the

patient to see company so soon but the invitation came from headquarters for me to take up Mrs.

Todd & Maude Colgate. Ella thinks she has decided on the name “Elizabeth Hendricks”. She would
like to call her Drusilla, for Mrs. Todd but Carrie does not like the name. Her pretty shaped head is

almost covered with dark brown hair. Her cry does not show quite so much temper as I have always

been accustomed to hearing from my babies. Pretty kimonos were some of the Christmas presents

for both baby & Mother. Carnations were the flowers sent in.

We had a visit of nearly a week from Will [S.A. Moffett’s oldest brother]. He is very much
pleased with Peoria. It is a large beautiful city. Likes the church & pastor. It has been the greatest

pleasure & comfort to him to have his relatives so near. He sees them every day & the girls make so

much of the children. He has bought his house - a modem house with large grounds. Donald &
Emily [Will’s children] go to kindergarten. Will can’t say enough in praise of “Amy Glasgow”.

Aunt Kate’s girls take her home & keep her all day and cousin Edgar’s boys are quite devoted to her.

Will is kept very busy & likes the rush of business - goes to Chicago often. Abbie [Will’s wife]

dresses the children very pretty & is very happy.

“Scott Roberts” lives in Peoria & Will has met him several times. He called to see me when

making a visit here with his wife. She was a Chapman. I gave Will some ofmy Korean pictures,

your letters to read & Korean literature generally. I often send him The Presbyterian & he is

gradually gathering his belongings around him. The cook they had here went with them. Has many
good traits - loves the children & is a good cook. I am sure you will approve of Will’s move when

you see him. The series of Evangelistic Services still continue - are well attended but of no special

interest. I would think the ministers would be greatly discouraged. The card parties & the dances go

on higher & with greater interest than ever.

When my friends ask me how old Jamie is I have to stop & think for I can’t realize he will

soon be a year old. Will soon be walking.

I enclose the second of exchange - $500 of yours. $100 from Howard & $100 from me.

Howard enclosed the first in his last letter.

With love from all,

Your loving Mother

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyeng Yang, Korea January 3 1 , 1 906 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Dr. Brown, [Arthur Judson Brown]

The narratives of the Station for January show that the opportunities before us are greater
than ever and that the work here steadily increases in extent and in solidity. In many respects we are
facing new conditions and we have in prospect changes which will even yet more seriously affect our
work in all respects. Nevertheless now is a harvest time and it looks as though the Lord purposed
some great accomplishment through the Korean people - if not through the nation. Our Training
Class system, perhaps the most distinctive feature of our work, and one of the greatest factors in its

growth and permanence, is also a gauge of its condition. Reports show great growth in the country
classes. Mr. Swallen reported a class of nearly 300 on the Western circuit and Mr. Koons one of
over 500 as the first class in the new Station at Chai Ryeng, while Mr. Blair and I held one of 150 in
a new country church. As these district classes assume larger proportions and we make larger
provision for teaching them, the people from these more remote sections cease to attend the Pyeng
Yang class in such large numbers. We now have practically none from the territories of Syen Chun
and Chai Ryeng Stations but nevertheless the attendance on the Pyeng Yang class keeps up so that
this year we again had some 700 enrolled. This indicates steady growth. From the narratives I cull
the following facts of interest.

Mr. Bemheisel reports visiting 37 groups, taking two months time and traveling 700 miles.
He baptized 48 and received 174 catechumens. His churches have again subscribed sufficient for
placing still another Helper at work, making four in that district. Mrs. Baird is at work on translation
of short stories in hope of influencing the home life of the people.

Dr. Baird reports taking up the assignment of several groups in localities near to Pyeng Yang
which he can visit on Sabbaths. He also reports the temporary disarrangement of the affairs of the
Academy owing to the intense excitement over the political situation incident to Japan’s assumption
ofpower over Korea. Twelve students without permission and against advice, went to Seoul to die
for their country. The whole body of students was in danger of being carried away but strong efforts
were put forth and Christian motives appealed to until the victory was gained and normal conditions
restored. None of the twelve died though some were imprisoned. All are now repentant but are
suspended for the year. Under temporary arrangements for union with the Methodists Mr. Becker
has been teaching in the Academy.

Mr. Blair reports dissatisfaction in a new group because of his refusal to receive an opium
eater as a catechumen, and his refusal to recognize a young people’s society organized by political

agents from Seoul. As 70 people still continue faithful attendance on services the dissatisfaction bids
fair to settle itself and leave a good solid group. A new congregation of over 100 people has been set
aside from Central Church Pyeng Yang and under Mr. Blair’s charge has begun its independent life

as a third church with fine prospects for growth. Mr. Blair also reports the opening of the Men’s
Association building on New Year’s day - this being a sort of evangelistic headquarters for all our
city churches, with book store, library, reading room, class rooms, etc., - a work shop for Christian
activity. The opening was attended by the Japanese and Korean officials, the Japanese Consul
making an address and contributing twenty yen, with the promise of some books for the library.

Mrs. Blair has been so busy with teaching in Academy Girls’ School, Women’s Training
Class and South Gate Church Bible Classes that she has over worked herself to the point of being
seriously ill for awhile with diphtheria. She is now well again and off to the country with Mr. and
Mrs. McCune for a week’s class in a country church.

Miss Kirkwood reports two interesting country classes with the women and school work in

the city. The work these ladies do in country classes is so valuable that each class but emphasizes
anew our need of another single woman for more of such work, school work now demanding more



and more of the time of the ladies we now have.
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Mr. Koons’ report for his work since Annual Meeting shows clearly how soon a new
missionary here finds himself a great factor in this large work just waiting with its many
opportunities for some one to take hold of it. He has been here but two years yet is in full charge of

an immense work in the new station at Chai Ryeng. Fitting up temporary quarters and a dispensary

at Chai Ryeng - help in Normal Class at Sorai - marriage in Seoul - settled in house keeping at Pyeng

Yang - a country trip over his territory covering 280 miles - another visit to Chai Ryeng - more

itinerating - a Leaders’ meeting at which funds for an additional Helper were raised - more work at

Chai Ryeng - a class with Mr. Swallen at Anak taking full work therein - more itinerating until tired

out, necessitating a four days’ rest at home, brought him up to Dec. 1

st

. Another trip to Chai Ryeng

was for preparations for their first class which proved a great success under Mr. Koons’ excellent

management. This class will prove to be a great factor in the Chai Ryeng Work as its effects will be

felt for years to come there having been 1 10 professed conversions as a result of the class and the

evangelistic services conducted in connection with it. After the class Mr. Koons came to Pyeng

Yang and took part in the Winter class here. He has now returned with Mrs. Koons, whom we most

cordially welcome among us, to Chai Ryeng, looking after the growing work there. His fine progress

in the language, his zeal, the emergencies of the work and the abundant opportunities have made him

an example of what awaits such a man who will give himself to this work in Korea. We urgently

need some more such men for equally urgent and promising fields. He reports 80 adults baptized and

149 catechumens received.

It was my privilege to help in the Chai Ryeng class and to talk over with Mr. Sharp, Dr.

Whiting and Mr. Koons on the ground the plan for the work of the new Station. I particularly

enjoyed a share in the ordination of Mr. Han Chi Soon as Elder in the Sin An Po church, he having

been one of the first catechumens I received here in Pyeng Yang in 1893 before the Japan-China war

and the man who did most to spread the Gospel in the territory which now becomes the Chai Ryeng

Station.

In my own narrative I report 39 baptisms and 49 catechumens received in my country groups

with steady growth in all - one new group set apart with 60 in attendance and the beginning of two

more in other villages. In one group endowment for a school has been raised, in another the wife and

children of the chief secretary of the Governor of the Province have been received as catechumens.

In the city a pleasing feature of the Christmas entertainment, adopted at the suggestion of Mr.

McCune, was the contribution of rice and millet by the children - each child bringing a handful or

more until four big boxes were filled amounting to about fifty yen worth, which was distributed to

the poor. What an influence such things have in the right development of the coming generation!

Dr. Whiting reports most of the three months spent in the country at Chai Ryeng, Hai Ju and

Anak, treating 714 cases, making 20 calls, teaching in Anak and Chai Ryeng classes (in which we are

using to great advantage his special skill as a crayon artist), and baptizing five men, the first baptisms

in his ministerial experience. Mrs. Whiting accompanied the Doctor to Chai Ryeng teaching among

the women.

Miss Snook and Miss Best have given their time to the school and city work.

Mr. Lee has been in South Korea assisting the Southern Presbyterians in class work. The

others in the Station make no special report this month.

With the Korean New Year, Jan. 25
th

., we began our city classes for men and for women with

over 200 in attendance upon each, and in connection therewith have planned an evangelistic

campaign for the whole city. We have just set aside still another congregation for a fourth church

under Mr. Bemheisel and in the four Presbyterian and two M.E. [Methodist Episcopal] churches in
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the city, meetings are held every night. The mornings are spent in Bible study, the afternoons in
short prayer meetings preparatory to daily canvass of the whole city with tracts and invitations, and
the nights in evangelistic meetings with remarkable testimonies from the Christians. Within five
days there have been some 700 men and women who have given in their names as having decided to
become Christians, and we bid fair to surpass the remarkable record of last year. What a wonderful
work of grace God has wrought in Pyeng Yang, the wickedest city of Korea, in these twelve years.
Twelve years ago this month I baptized the first converts - today there are four Presbyterian and two
ME. churches in the city with an attendance last Sabbath of about 2500 people on church services
and a Christian constituency in the city of some 5000 people. Our schools are over-crowded, our
Academy is over-crowded, our churches are over-crowded and the amount of work which comes
upon us is at times appalling. Truly it is time for us to make stronger pleas to the church to supply
this work with what is needed in the way of equipment of men and buildings, and to supply us with
the relatively small sums which we ask for carrying on this work. 1 know 1 am too late with this plea
to reach you before the appropriations are made this year, but I want to say this, that if the

appropriations this year do not fairly meet our needs, I think the conditions are such that the Board
ought to make a special plea for special gifts for Korea to meet the present wonderful opportunity.
When I reach home I hope to have a chance to present to you personally the situation with reference
to our need for the Theological and Training Class building.

We are now in position to do what I have long hoped we might do, send out from Pyeng
Yang men equipped to help in other parts of Korea. This year our men go forth to assist in the work
of Fusan Station, of Seoul Station and in Kang Kei, An Ju and elsewhere, and our Mission committee
sends a missionary to the South in Choong Chung Province where our new Station at Chong Ju is

being opened. The results in Chong Ju and Chai Ryeng show the wisdom of our move into those
places. It is greatly to be hoped that permanent homes for the members of these Stations will be
speedily provided that they may be permanently settled where they are so greatly needed and where
their time and energy will count for so much more.

On two questions which came up in Annual Meeting I desire to make brief comments. I have
been reluctant to write anything on the Union movement for I do not wish to even seem to oppose the
greatest cooperation and comity and the closest relations for conserving time, energy and all Mission
resources in the conquest of this land for Christ. Nevertheless the enthusiastic wave of union
sentiment had, I think, been unwisely handled and the determination to press for organic union which
so strongly controls many, threatens sacrifices which I fear may mean a loss of spiritual power, and
greater conflict and friction than if the two churches, in cooperation and brotherly love, each
according to its own convictions and policy carry on their work separately, yet without conflict,

rivalry or jealousy, which the spirit of union, if first attained, should secure. I sincerely hope Dr.

Vinton’s mission home may be successful and that we can unite in the publishing work, for

otherwise I see little hope of providing Korea with its needed evangelical literature. In the

Educational Union there is need for great caution and I confess to a fear lest the union institutions

depart so largely from Presbyterian standards and teaching that we fail to build up the character of
men most needed for the real evangelization of Korea. However, the advantages are so numerous
that I hope for union, or at least large cooperation in Academic and Collegiate work.

One word with reference to the “Fusan Problem.” The members of Fusan Station need our
sympathy and prayers and help, not our criticism and blame and censure. They are the victims of a

situation which is not remedied by attempts to locate blame here or there. I understand Dr. Irvin has
said he will resign. If so, I trust the Board will accept the resignation without again referring the

question to the Mission. The attempt to move Mr. Sidebotham from Fusan justly failed, for justice to

the interests of the Korean church and the evangelization of Korea will keep Mr. Sidebotham there

where he is doing a great work. At Mission request we sent one of our best men in Pyeng Yang,
Elder Choo, to assist Fusan Station. Frequent letters from him and Mr. Sidebotham show how
greatly the Lord is blessing them and how greatly each is pleased with the zeal and consecration and
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methods of the other.

I expect to leave on furlough June 1
st

,
staying here until most of the work of the Theological

class is over. We bid fair to have 50 Theological students this year taking first, second and fourth

year studies. On my way home I expect to stop over for two weeks in Hawaii to look after our many

Christians who have gone there. Conditions were such that our people there have refused to unite

with the Methodists, organizing separately and have written pleading with us to care for them. Some

have gone to the Church of England Mission. Knowing the character of some of the men who were

placed over them as teachers, I do not wonder that they refused to unite. You wrote that our Board

would not undertake work in Hawaii but if investigation shows that our people there will not unite

with the Methodists what shall I do for them? Shall I ask the Congregationalists to look after them?

There are many fine Christian men among them who will later go on to America and then return to

Korea some years after.

I regret that I have not written long ago concerning various other matters of interest but I

shall hope to write again soon.

Thanking you for your letters full of sympathetic interest, and with most cordial greetings,

Sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from microfilm #281, Vol. 236, letter #23)



Pyeng Yang, Korea February 1, 1906 William N. Blair

Dear Dr. Brown:

I have no doubt others are writing you of the wonderful meetings we are having here but you

will be glad of testimony from many eye witnesses. Our special meetings are held in connection

with the Korean New Year Bible study class which began last Friday and will continue for ten days -

that is up until next Sabbath. In spite of very cold weather and deep snow the evening meetings have

been well attended, and many hundreds of men and women have decided to believe henceforth in

Christ. We have arranged a temporary territorial division in the city with the Methodists and are

making common cause against the enemy. We are not transferring members at all but each church

has its special section of the city to work and the workers do not conflict. We call it a sphere of

influence. I heartily wish we could make it permanent. Maybe we can. We have lately set off two

new churches from the Central Church - one at the East Gate under Mr. Bemheisel’s care and one to

the north under my care. This makes us four churches. The Methodists have also started another

church - giving us six Protestant churches in this city today.

The program of the meetings is morning prayers and two study periods in the morning. At

1 :30 all those who can do so meet for prayer and conference after which the men and women go out

to their appointed districts two by two preaching the gospel from house to house. Besides this we

have had small invitations printed and each day a slip has been put in every house in the city. It is

not possible now to give the total number of those who have made a start this week. I have the

figures of Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Monday, meeting at our four churches only. During these

four days 521 rose and said they desired to believe henceforth. The Methodists are having equally

interesting meetings. I am so glad that we started our new churches in time to get the benefit of this

movement. We started out in the north church with about 100 people and up to last night 134 people

have decided to believe in our church, alone - and the end is not yet. I write that you may rejoice

with us and also pray that God’s Spirit may transform these multitudes. It is a day of wonderful

opportunity. The people say that nine houses out of ten say they are going to believe. We need great

wisdom just now - and we ask that special prayer be made at home that we may be specially taught

and led of His Spirit.

Sincerely,

William N. Blair

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 236, letter # 24)



Pyongyang, Korea

Dear Father Fish:

February 22, 1906 Samuel A. Moffett

Each year seems to find me more busy than the previous one and letter writing does not get a

chance to occupy much of my time. However, since baby’s birthday is so near at hand I want to send

another letter to “Grandpa” and tell him once again of what a happy household we are and ofhow
beautifully all things are working together for our good. Alice and Jamie are just as well as can be

and as happy, as well. The little youngster has made our lives brimfull of sunshine and we are as

eager as can be to share him and his joyous little life with you. He now says “gum-ba”every morning

as he carries your photograph over to Mama to show to her. It is always a time for our frolic as he

kicks and squeals with delight in my arms. I do not think “gum ba” will be a stranger to him when
he sees you for the first time and I believe we are as impatient as you are for that time to arrive. He
is so well and strong and getting along so nicely in every way that we are just as thankful as we know
how to be.

We plan to leave here as early in June as is necessary in order to catch the first steamer after

that date so that before the 1st of July I think you can count on seeing the little fellow and his

Mother, who looks forward to placing him in your arms as the supreme moment in her life.

Only a keen sense of a higher duty makes me shut myself out of the joy of the first meeting

but it looks now as though it will be my duty to stop in Honolulu for two weeks to look after our

many Korean Christians who have settled in Hawaii. If present plans carry out so that Alice has a

nurse and the help of Harriette Whiting and Miss Straeffer between Honolulu and San Francisco I

shall expect to stop over, but unless some such plans are realized I shall of course go right on with

her and baby.

We have written to Leo (?}and it may be that he too will be with us.

Plans for our time in America will be left indefinite to a large extent until after we have been

at home for awhile but we now rather expect to count on Sept. & Oct. for Madison. We shall plan

for Alice and Jamie to spend most of the time with you but just how much time I shall want to give to

the East I do not know as that will depend somewhat upon whether I carry out a long cherished

desire of spending a short time in study under Dr. Warfield at Princeton Seminary.

I am hoping that your suggestion that Mother Moffett come to California for a little while

may be carried out next year after I have had a chance to see how she is and to talk over matters with

her. My brother Howard writes that he wants to go to Seattle for a few days this year and I am
hoping he may come West just before we go East - run down to San Rafael and join us for the

Eastward journey. Word from him also tells of the arrival in his home of another little girl, so Jamie

will find another cousin at home.

Alice, I know, keeps you posted about things out here and has told you of the great blessing

in our work which has been granted us again this year. [There have been] 1200 professed

conversions in our now 4 Presbyterian churches in Pyengyang with large ingatherings in the country

churches also. Truly we have our hands full of work, which fills our hearts full of thanksgiving. I

have wanted to write you of our Men’s Association Building - since its most happy inauguration on

the 1st of January. Thanks to you and Mother Moffett and Howard we now have what I have been

planning for for the last 8 years, and what bids fair to be a great factor in the religious life of the city.

I hope to send you later on, a photograph of the building - which for Pyengyang is a really first-class

building. It is two stories, the upper being all one large room 40 x 18 feet - which is library, reading

room, lecture room and Bible class & prayer meeting room all in one. The lower floor comprises the

book room, a hallway, a private room for officers or committee meetings or for examinations of

candidates for baptism or the catechumenate, and two small store rooms or shops which are rented,
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the income going to provide janitor & fuel, etc. for the building. In the rear of the lot is a ware room
and an improvised bath room which will serve its purpose until sometime in the future we build

bathrooms & gymnasium in connection with the plant.

We had a great day the 1st of January - about 1000 men being entertained and given a sight

of the building with explanations of its purpose, etc. They were taken through about 50 at a time in

groups of ten, each under an usher - were given an exhibition on the gramophone and regaled with

cake and tea. The Japanese Consul, the representative of the Japanese Lieutenant General, and the

Korean Governor, Magistrate and Commissioner of Trade were all present. The Japanese Consul

made a speech and presented us with 20 yen for the library. Everybody was pleased and the

Association began its work under most favorable conditions.

I am thankful now that we were delayed the two years by the war - for our plans were much
improved and we have a better building, better adapted to our work in every way than if we had built

two years ago. During those years also, your money was turned over and over again, making itself

useful in providing lumber for houses in Syen Chun, land in Chai Ryeng, lumber in our “Den”, for

the Hospital, and for numerous other projects. It is now finally and permanently invested in this

Association Building and Book Room and I am sure will bring in large returns every year in the way
of increased efficiency in the work of the whole church. It is your investment in the Lord’s work

here and I am grateful for the privilege of being the one who had the disposal of the gift. As I often

write my brother, Howard, I thoroughly enjoy acting as the agent for the investment of money in the

Lord’s work in Korea and I am quite sure the returns prove satisfactory.

I am now working out my schemes for placing the Book Room on a self-supporting basis and

expect to accomplish it before very long. Some of the money Alice sent for is in this, temporarily.

That, however, I do not expect to use up but use & re-use as capital in various plans in operation.

Alice has long ago written of the arrival of the silver spoon - wedding gift for Mr. & Mrs.

Tate, which came safely by registered mail some time ago.

Tell Grandma that so far the only thing we have found in Jamie that reminds us of anyone is

a resemblance to her at times when he smiles. Perhaps he will look like somebody after while but as

yet he seems to be himself and no one else.

The regularity of your letters we thoroughly enjoy and each mail is sure to bring us a treat. I

am glad Alice is so regular in her letters and wish I might be the same but with the amount of work

which offers itself to us here I can hardly expect to see my wishes realized along that line. With

every letter from Alice, know that all three of us send lots of love. We are longing to be with you

and daily pray that you may be kept in health and strength and that we may have a joyous happy year

together.

With love to Grandma and Grandpa

Your affectionate Son,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett documents)



Pyengyang, Korea February 27, 1906 William N. Blair

Dear Friends:

Once more we send you our greetings. Father Time seems to hustle every bit as fast out here
in the east as in the west. If we didn’t keep track of the days none of us would believe that a whole
year had slipped by since we wrote you our last letter.

Of course it has proven like all the years God sends us, a good year. God has spared our
lives and kept us from any serious sickness or accident. During a portion of the year, it is true, I was
not as strong as usual and finally in August was compelled to go over to China for change and rest,

but I was not seriously sick at all and the three weeks and a half in China served to restore my usual

health. Mrs. Blair has been well all through the year except a few weeks in December when she

suffered considerably from an attack of diphtheria. We have cause indeed to be grateful to God that

the dread disease so soon passed away and that our little ones were kept from it. And Lois and
Katharine. How I wish you might all see them. Isn’t it strange that so often the sweetest flowers

grow away back in the difficult mountains. They are getting so big and so wise. Katharine is just

beginning to talk - and Lois of course says everything, only you wouldn’t understand either, because
they both are true little Koreans. Korean makes such delightful baby talk and as yet we haven’t the

heart to teach them hard, cold English. Lois loves above all to stand at your knee and name over the

animals in the books Santa Claus and other friends have sent her. She will sit, too, and sing Korean
hymns by the hour or build the castles of the pretty building blocks that came in the

Montgomery Ward order just before Christmas. Katharine persists in being our untamable little

midget. She may come when you call her or she may only throw you the sauciest glance from her

black brown eyes and proceed diligently in the opposite direction. She will surprise you, too, with

such sudden bursts of affection, both her chubby little arms go tight around your neck and you get

the most nectar of kisses, but only one, I tell you. Down she goes mightily offended if you try to

hold her - and as like as not immediately after you will hear a sudden crash from the other room and
Katharine will come fleeing out, the worst little rogue ever, leaving sister’s beautiful castle scattered

about the room. And on such occasions Lois doesn’t waste time in tears. For a while back after

Lois’ sickness Katharine was too much for her but now she isn’t and Katharine will sure get all that’s

due her if amah (Korean nurse) or mamma are not at hand to administer justice.

To see these two little darlings in their night gowns as they come in to kiss goodnight or as

they lie sleeping - who would dream that they could ever be naughty and even occasionally fight. I

must not slander them, tho’, for they are nearly always good babies. They fill our home with baby
talk and laughter and our hearts with such a sweetness as almost hurts.

You will think it strange that I should write so much about home and the children but it must
be because I have been away from home for twelve days. I have headed my letter at Pyeng Yang
since I will doubtless finish and mail it there, but this first part I have written sitting on my cot of a

Saturday morning in a Korean inn, away up here at Kai Chun, over fifty miles from Pyeng Yang. I

am holding a Bible study class here and don’t expect to be in Pyeng Yang before next Friday.

I must tell you an amusing accident that happened on the way from An Ju to Kai Chun,

Wednesday. The weather was quite cold with some six inches of snow covering the ground. I had

walked twenty miles the day before over icy roads and found myself so lame that I got an extra horse

at An Ju and determined to ride the rest of the way.

We distributed the loads so that Ni II Young, the Korean elder who went with me, could ride

one horse and I the other. I was in front all bundled up and sitting high up on the pack reading a

book when we came to a little mountain stream that had defied the winter, remaining unfrozen except

at the edge. There was no bridge except a narrow log on rocks for men on foot - so my horse started

into the water as a matter of course and I thought nothing of it till of a sudden the animal’s rear feet
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went through the ice ledge and he gave a terrific spring forward. With the book in one hand and
heavily wrapped I was not prepared for trick riding. My feet and my overcoat and my book
doubtless cut several kinds of circle out of the atmosphere but all I know is that I landed on my head
on some pretty hard rocks in about a foot of the coldest water I ever bathed in. I wasn’t hurt and it

was altogether funny - but I failed to see the fun just then. It was full four miles to the nearest inn.
Of course I couldn’t ride in that condition. I would have frozen stiff in no time, so I struck out as fast
as possible on foot with my wet clothes hanging to me and my shoes full of water not stopping to
admire the scenery till I reached that inn and had changed my garments. Then seated on a hot floor
with a blanket about me I had a good laugh with the men over the incident.

I suffered no harm from my tumble and now that it’s passed and my clothes are dried out I’m
glad that it happened. We modem missionaries have such a good time of it compared with those
who went before us that I rather enjoy getting ahead of the missionary apostles. Paul had some
thrilling experiences. He was beaten and shipwrecked and made to fight with lions but we don’t read
anywhere that he ever fell off a Korean pony into a mountain stream in mid-winter.

Our class here at Kai Chun is not a very large one, the work being the newest and weakest
under my care. There are sixty enrolled. Many have come as far as twenty miles over the

mountains. They pay their own expenses. I do nothing but teach and not all of that, as Elder Ni and
the local helper each teach a subject. We close our class every afternoon at 3:30 and go out two by
two preaching. Different men are assigned different sections and so thoroughly is the work being
done that every house will be visited during our class. It is far from easy. Kai Chun is the most
hardened place I know of. The country people assemble here every five days on “fair day” to buy
and sell goods and the local population is largely composed of saloon keepers and gamblers. It is

like trying to break granite, but even granite breaks if you pound long and hard enough. Thirteen
people have decided to believe so far during our stay.

I wonder if you have heard of the February meetings in Pyeng Yang. During our city Bible
study class there which was conducted on the same general plan as the class here, about 1500 people
gave in their names as desiring to believe in Jesus. We have just started two more Presbyterian
churches there and the Methodists still another, which makes us six churches in that one city. Poor
Korea is being greatly humbled these days. The Japanese, in spite of their promise, have virtually

usurped all authority and treat the Koreans like a subject people. But God’s Word is still true.

“Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.” In the midst of her shame and
sorrow Korea is gaining a priceless blessing.

With greetings to all and praying that God’s work may prosper with you -

Sincerely your brother,

Will N. Blair

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyeng Yang, Korea

Dr. Arthur J. Brown

March 1, 1906 Harry C. Whiting

My Dear Doctor:

Your kind letter of January 13
th was duly received. Thank you for it. I know you have a very

large family to keep in touch with and I am therefore the more grateful for a personal letter. We
always enjoy a Station letter but a personal letter is especially prized since we are so apt to feel that
we are only a very small unit in the great missionary enterprise of our church and become so
engrossed in our little comer as to miss the force and swing of the world wide work. The little

magazine All the World surely has a Mission. We read every word of it. My experience as elder in
two home churches made it very clear to me that some such methods as the Forward Movement is

employing are absolutely necessary to awaken the Church to its opportunity.

Your notification that the Madison Avenue Church had undertaken my support was a great
surprise and pleasure. I had thought that I was split up and being supported in sections. I often
attended that church while doing post-graduate work at the New York Post-graduate School and
Hospital when Dr. Parkhurst was pastor. Dr. Moffett met Mr. Coffin in Edinburgh and speaks of
him as being a very superior man. I wish to do all 1 can to interest the church in Korea and if Mr.
Coffin has any suggestions to offer I would be pleased to follow them. Shall write to him soon. My
work is not spectacular, nor am I able to write interestingly of the sick for they are the same in all

lands. I believe a history of Chai Ryung Station would be interesting & I hope to be able to give it

chapter by chapter. I am to leave tomorrow for missions where I am to help in teaching a class and
treating the sick. We are to begin building operations at Chai Ryung March 26

lh

, the Lord
permitting - property to be fenced, well dug and the first house started. It was my privilege a short
time ago to spend a week in the country with our great man, Dr. Moffett. I had been looking forward
to it and the close companionship and fellowship of country class together was invaluable to me. I

do not think it incumbent upon missionaries to compare or contrast one with another but in Dr.

Moffett’s case he is in a class by himself. It has been his plans and guiding hand under divine
blessing that has made the work in North Korea so successful. The Koreans love him and come to

him for advice and comfort so that he has been enabled to develop a large number of strong men. At
present Fusan has one of his men loaned for 4 months, Seoul another and all the men in the North
have at some time or other come under his molding influence. At Chai Ryung in our winter class he
overcame a restless spirit in some of our leaders and set them straight. So at this class at “So Neul”
there had been some coldness amongst the people and he wished to be with them & find out their

trouble. It was a pleasure to watch the developments from day to day. Soon they began to confess
their sins and before we left he had every man on fire again. There may be other more brilliant in

this field, but there are none who approach him in sound judgment or executive ability. I have
watched Station Matters here, and his plans always win the support of the Station although he never
pushes his plans ahead of others, but lets the logic of his position be seen, knowing that the good
sense of the Station will carry the day. This reminds me - on Monday I examined Mr. Lee for glasses

& in the examination found some myopic astigmatism in his right eye. The next day Dr. Moffett
came for examination & I found that his left eye was astigmatic - so I draw the inference that since

Graham Lee & Dr. Moffett have pulled together so many years and are complimentary to one
another it must be due to the fact that they have opposite eyes alike & therefore never see at cross

purposes. Moral - choose men with opposite eyes alike for the close life of Mission Stations.

The class at “So Neul” was not large, about 75 being in attendance. It was very cold, and so
much snow on the ground that it was hard for the Koreans to travel. Then one large village where
there is a strong church only 3 miles away had an unwelcome invasion of 200 Japanese soldiers who
took possession of the village so the Christians had to stay at home & watch their homes & families.

You spoke in your letter of urging Mr. Tooker to build a hospital for Chai Ryung. I am not
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ambitious for a big hospital. I know that the best work can only be done by the best tools and

nothing is too good for a hospital. I do not want, however, to divert one cent from the evangelistic

work. I hope some day to have a good operating room, and a few Korean rooms fitted up clean &

with plenty of sunlight where I can look out for the Whang Hai sick. And if you meet anyone who

wants to build such a building don t discourage him. I can use it to good advantage. I find that my

ability to draw is a great help in interesting & teaching the Koreans. Like children, they can grasp an

idea more readily by the eye than in any other way. So now, wherever I go in the country I take

blackboard cloth and chalk and patch out my lack of words with a few chalk lines. Yesterday was

James McKee Moffett’s first birthday. All the small children in the lower schools were invited to a

birthday party. 395 boys & girls in bright colors gathered at the Men’s Sarang & were made happy

by fancy bags of candy & a general romp. Scott Wells ran a phonograph which added much to the

fun. Mrs. Whiting has not been very well lately, but 1 trust that soon she will be as usual. Thanking

you again for your good letter -

I am yours sincerely,

Harry C. Whiting

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol.236, #39)



Pyongyang, Korea March 14, 1906 William M. Baird

Dr. Arthur J. Brown, D.D.

New York City, U.S.A.

Dear Dr. Brown:-

I take this the first opportunity to reply to your letter of January 15
th

. It is not a very

prompt reply but I have been this winter engaged in two lines of work at once and did not find

myself fully a match for them, I fear. At least, all other things have dropped for the time.

It was my privilege to have a part in the monster winter training class held in Syen Chun
last month, the largest ever held in Korea and one of the most interesting in the variety of

questions demanding attention. The Syen Chun station have undoubtedly a very large work on
their hands and I was led to wonder whether their plans were sufficiently generous with regard to

the number of missionaries which will be required to carry on the work.

One of the most interesting questions which came up in connection with the class was the

plan of the Christians at Euiju to raise money for an academy and pay the salary of a missionary

for the purpose. How long their zeal will last may be problematical. At least a teacher would be

rash who would trust himself to them for his support. Yet they are at present very much in

earnest and I cannot but feel that such plans, immature though they may be, are the natural

results of the educational work which we have already done. They are indicative of a growing
desire everywhere for education, and they are one of the signs of the times which go to show that

we should push our higher education in order to prepare Koreans to do what ought to be done in

lower school work.

Since returning from Syen Chun, duties in the academy have prevented letter writing.

They have been especially pressing, owing to the fact that our oldest and most trusted Korean

teacher is now quite ill, we fear beyond recovery.

With regard to the changes which have taken place here since the Japanese war, and the

influence of the Japanese in Korea, I feel that I must await developments before I know certainly

where my sympathies are. I recognize, however, that the Japanese are here to stay, and that

inclines me to believe that they are here by the direction of Providence to accomplish a good

purpose. The benefits of their presence are not always very evident, but I want to see them have

time to work out a policy to a conclusion before judgement is pronounced upon them. At present

we see many vexatious effects of the war, and of the presence of Japanese soldiers and lawless

civilians, but I suppose that these things are more or less inevitable, both from the circumstance

of military occupation and from the fact that bad native government reduces the Korean citizen

to a peculiarly helpless condition. What is of keenest interest to us here is to know what will

finally be the policy of Japan toward the Koreans when they come face to face with the question

of giving them a government. Will they govern in the interests of Japan and the hordes of low

class Japanese who are pouring into Korea, or will they consider the rights of Koreans? They
have a rare opportunity. Will Japan be able to resist the temptation to be selfish? Has she

enough high-minded statesmen who will be able to redeem her pledges to govern Korea for the

Koreans and to carry out the broad-minded policy laid down by Marquis Ito? There are

evidently two opinions on this subject in Japan and we wait with keen interest to know whether

selfishness or unselfishness will prevail, and whether the good promises of Japan were simply

made in order to deceive the world and enable her to carry out her real purposes. Since she has

found by experiment thus far that the world is not going to interfere with her conduct of affairs
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in Korea, I fear that the temptation to disregard Korean interest may be doubly strong.

At present we are in the midst of things and only know a few isolated facts which are in

themselves rather trying and which do not help us much to solve the problem as to what the

government of Japan really wants to do for Korea. Anything written today may have to be
reversed tomorrow.

You have probably seen what has been written about the way in which Japan secured the

treaty with Korea, i.e. by forcible means, in spite of the protests of an unwilling King and
people, also of the free way in which they secured land for military and railroad purposes,

without as yet, in most cases, taking the trouble to pay the poverty-stricken people for it. 1

suppose that the most that has been written on this subject is true, and in fact, that the most of the

plain truth has not reached the public because the strong sympathy of the American press for

Japan, prevents Korea from getting a hearing. In a sense the Korean government has forfeited a

right to a hearing because of their centuries of misrule, but the Korean individual’s rights of
property and person should be protected by Japan if for no other reason than the selfish one of
averting the hatred of the Koreans.

Since the war the Japanese have assumed control of the post offices and telegraph lines.

So far the improvement in the mail service at least, is not marked, because they have not a

sufficient force of English-speaking Japanese to handle the foreign mail efficiently. The military

railroad is completed to China, and is now being used by the public. As yet there are no good
cars, but the road is of course, a great benefit to all. A new coinage of five sen, twenty sen and
fifty sen pieces, on the basis of the yen, has already partially checked the fluctuations in the

currency and probably during the coming year the old debased coinage will be entirely

superceded by coins as good as the Japanese money. This, at least, is the hope, and it will, I

presume, be of too much advantage to the Japanese merchants here not to be introduced with

vigor. A good bank has been put in here in Pyeng Yang, and there are eight other branch banks

in Korea beside the general office in Seoul, ten in all. Japanese merchants do a good business

everywhere, though the class of things they handle are usually inferior. There are promises of

some other things profitable to Koreans which have not yet materialized, such as industrial farms

for teaching agriculture, horticulture, etc.

Since the war there has naturally been a great increase of Japanese citizens in Korea.

Some of these are good class, but the majority are exceedingly rude in their manners, and their

one object seems to be to advantage themselves at the expense of the Koreans. Both during the

war and since, there has been a great deal of unchecked lawlessness from this class of people.

Irresponsible coolies go here and there, sometimes representing that they have been sent by the

military authorities, and terrorize the people. They take chickens, pigs and cattle, and in most

cases the Koreans are helpless. In one case a Japanese accompanied by some others, went into a

village in the north where he got into a row [argument] with the people about a chicken, the

result being that he burnt the houses in the village and then took possession of a neighboring

village, threatening to bum that too if they did not yield to his demands. The Koreans had no

redress. In another village (Christian) through which Mr. Swallen happened to be passing,

coolies came representing that they had been sent by the general in Pyeng Yang and forcibly

took away the chickens of the village. Mr. Swallen represented the matter to the general and the

men were caught with the chickens. The general promised to send the men away to some other

place but the Koreans were not repaid for their loss.

Along the railroad the stations have been located often without regard to the Korean
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towns, and in many places arrangements are evidently being made to form new Japanese towns.

In some places land has been marked out and secured without compensation as yet; I think in

most cases, with a view to colonization. Rumor says that in the Spring there will be thousands

of colonists come to Korea. Unfortunately, the morals of the Koreans have not been improved in

most cases by contact with the Japanese. Houses of prostitution where both Japanese and

Korean women are used are more common in the vicinity of the Japanese. The lottery has been

introduced on principles which make it attractive and profitable. Opium, cocaine, and other

destructive drugs are being introduced at an alarming rate.

Seeing themselves thus fleeced of their property, driven to the wall in business, and in

many cases dispossessed of their homes for shorter or longer periods, with or without

recompense, the Koreans have become greatly discouraged. It is unfortunate for Japanese rule

that it should begin in this way, for it has prejudiced their case, I fear, for many years to come.

Many Koreans desire to leave the country, and if the opportunity opens in the Spring for the

people to go to Hawaii, I look for a large exodus of the better class. They are hopeless for

themselves, distrustful of all Japanese promises, and bitterly resent Japan’s preeminence in

Korea.

When Marquis Ito comes for permanent residence, we hope for better things. A report is

going the rounds of the newspapers that there has been a disagreement between him and the

military authorities, notably Marquis Yamagata, and that finding himself unable to carry out his

plans of reform for Korea, Marquis Ito will withdraw from the situation, leaving the military

power in the ascendancy. It is very greatly to be hoped that this is not true.

I am told by the Japanese that their hope is not with the present generation of Koreans,

but with their children. They plan, it is said, to start schools where the Japanese language will be

taught, in every county and principal town, and such schools have been started in many places.

It is even said that they expect to supplant the Korean language in time. Their consuls have been

dismissed and they have Residents in all the principal places in Korea.

Many of the Japanese, although I hope that this is true of only the lower classes, are

inclined to resent the influence which we missionaries have with the Koreans. Appeals are made

to the prejudices of the people as Orientals by such cries as “The East for the East against the

West!” There exists in Korea among the Koreans a political organization known as the II Chin

Whai
[

e! *1 ]to be the tool of the Japanese. This society is anti-foreign and anti-Christian,

and there is frequent talk of the inevitable conflict between them and the Christians. Recently

another organization called the Chun Do Kyo, ], also political, although nominally

religious, has been organized under Japanese auspices, whose object is to work up a pro-

Japanese and anti-foreign sentiment among the Koreans. It is the opinion of a Japanese

Methodist minister working among the Japanese in Seoul that this organization has the support

of the Japanese government. I think that the Japanese may doubtless be willing to use them to

gain for themselves a following among the Koreans, and that they have probably held out to

them the hope of official position.

Propositions come from the Japanese Christians to the Korean Christians to dispense

with the services of the foreign missionary or to put themselves under the Japanese for teaching

and pastoral oversight. The Christians as a rule resent the idea as yet. One young man in Japan,

a graduate of the Pyeng Yang academy, wrote back to the churches in the north from whence he

came, to have nothing to do with such propositions.
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It is evident that we are in a time of great ferment and change and there is the greatest

need for wisdom and harmlessness in order to do our duty in the present situation. I am strongly

convinced that if we wish to retain our advantage and conserve for Christ the harvests of the

seeds which we have sown, we must greatly enlarge our educational plant and sufficiently man
this department of the work to enable it to do as good work as can be done in the best Japanese

schools and colleges. Korea is no longer asleep, but is very much awake to her educational

needs. The missions have never really faced the problem of education as a pressing matter and

the present situation finds us unprepared. I wish to write you soon concerning enlarged plans

and hopes for educational work.

With kindest regards to Mrs. Brown,

I am yours very sincerely,

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 236, #43)
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Taking precedence of and more important than any mere policy or methods are the basal

principles or convictions which underlie the work of evangelization and from which it obtains its

vitality. To Dr. Hemck Johnson I shall ever be grateful for the expression “A vivid and abiding

sense of the Divine reality of the Gospel message,” an expression which has gripped me as

expressing the basal principle upon which must rest any successful policy or method for

evangelization. The reality of sin, of its exceeding sinfulness and the awfulness of its

punishment, the wrath of God; the reality of repentance and the absolute remission of sin to the

truly penitent; the reality of the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit, of faith in Christ as the one
and only way of salvation, - the supernatural, divine reality of this message vividly and abidingly

grasped as a profound conviction that this Gospel is the power of God unto salvation and that

God is able and willing to save any and all who come unto Him, is pre-eminently the sine qua
non for the missionary in order to affect profoundly any people for their salvation - for

evangelization.

I would place therefore -

Firsts The cultivation and conservation of this conviction, for upon this Satan makes his

chief attack, knowing full well that in so far as he weakens this conviction, in so far he has

blunted the most formidable instrument in the hands of the missionary in his warfare against

Satan’s dominion over the world and in his evangelization of the world for his Lord and Master
Jesus Christ. I am deeply convinced that our greatest need in the evangelization of Korea is

unquestioning reliance upon the Gospel itself, the Word of God in its principal teachings of sin

and salvation; a belief that when God ordained that by the foolishness of preaching men were to

be saved. He ordained that which in His infinite wisdom He knew to be the best agency for the

redemption of man; a belief that the Spirit of God does and will honor the use of the Word of

God alone and that in so far as we trust in secondary agencies for reclaiming the heathen, in so far

we have given up faith in the primary agency and prevent the Spirit of God from using His

instrument which God ordained should be the means for the salvation of the world. What will

militate most against the evangelization of Korea will be a lack of faith in the power of the
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Gospel itself, a belief (not acknowledged nor consciously held but nevertheless real) that there
must be something used as a bait to bring people under the power of the Gospel, that secondary
agencies which appeal to the natural man must be used as an attraction which will dispose
favorably to a hearing of the Gospel. The danger is that there be a relegating of the Gospel (not
avowedly or intentionally, but practically) to the secondary place, - an elimination to a large
extent of the very means and the only means which the Spirit of God has given us to believe that
He will use to bring souls into reconciliation with God. This will be avoided in proportion as we
are possessed by the conviction and a vivid and abiding sense of the Divine reality of the Gospel
message.

Second. - I would place next in order for our thought (not distinguishing as to order of
importance) - the determination to make it the one chief interest, the all absorbing task of one’s
life to preach this Gospel and bring it into contact with the people in the belief that the Gospel
message is the one thing of importance to every man, the one thing which he needs. Nothing
should come in to prevent a close, intimate, loving contact with the people, a sympathetic
entrance into their inner life, their ways of thinking, their weaknesses, prejudices, preferences,
their trials and sorrows and spiritual struggles, - a real love and sympathy for them, not an
abstract interest in them as so many heathen to be converted, baptized and reported upon as so
much in the way of mission assets, but an unfeigned, living, personal touch and love and
sympathy for individuals with a heart yearning for a transformation of their lives through a
personal faith in Christ. Dominated by a sense of the supreme importance of our message to this

people as the one and only reason for our being here, as the one and only thing in which we are
interested or which we have which is of any real use to them, we shall in daily contact inevitably
give the impression that we ourselves believe there is nought of really great import to them but
the truths of sin and salvation and that practically we have no other interest and nought else of
real interest, our message being the supreme concern of man, both for this life and that which is

to come. This conviction deeply inwrought into our very being and dominating us we will talk,

walk, eat, sleep and think the Gospel all day and every day in natural, informal contact with any
one and every one until the conviction is forced upon others that we believe this to be the
supreme interest of life and that our all-absorbing passion is the work of soul-saving, of soul-
developing.

Third. - The conviction that the spiritual advantages of Christianity are pre-eminently the
advantages, the value of the Gospel message and therefore the placing of the spiritual advantages
in the forefront and the basing of all appeals upon these. There are many secondary advantages,
the results of Christianity, and the temporal blessings which accrue to the Christian are often very
great indeed and stand out with great prominence. These are the advantages which appeal to and
receive the commendation of the statesman, the reformer, the politician, the merchant, the man of
the world; but in the proclamation of the Gospel, when the material, financial, intellectual or
political advantages of the spread of Christianity are placed in the forefront, then the appeal is to
the natural man, to the lower motives, and this appeal to any other motives than the highest based
upon man s spiritual needs is a discarding of the most powerful agency placed in our hands, is a
dropping of the use of the supernatural, and indicates a lack of faith in the spiritual and in the
power ot the Spirit ofGod to affect by spiritual truth in its appeal to man’s spiritual needs his

acceptance of the Gospel. The Spirit of God does not bless lack of faith but does honor and bless
an unquestioning faith and reliance upon spiritual means to affect spiritual ends. With an implicit
faith in the power of the appeal to man’s spiritual needs — the keeping in the background of all

the secondary advantages of political influence, of worldly advancement, of educational
opportunities, anything which appeals most strongly to man’s selfish nature, and the placing in

the forefront always and everywhere the joy of reconciliation and communion with God, the
relief from sin and its punishment, the assurance of the love of God and of the pardon of sin, the
hope ot eternal life, the comfort and peace of the believer from the indwelling of the Holy Spirit,
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the sympathy and help of Christ in all the trials and sorrows and struggles of life, the eventual
triumph ofjustice and righteousness and the establishment of God’s kingdom in righteousness

and glory - these great uplifting, inspiring truths which are the preeminent and real and eternal

blessings of Christianity - the keeping of these in the forefront and appealing to men to believe in

Christ because of the inherent eternal need of man as a spiritual being for these blessings of
fellowship with God through Jesus Christ - this is to make use of that which the Spirit ofGod
delights to honor and which becomes the power of God unto salvation giving as the result in the

hearts and minds ofmen a faith which rests upon no mere temporary or temporal advantage but

rests solidly upon the eternal verities of spiritual truth. With a conviction bom of an experience

of the inestimable worth of these spiritual blessings we can hold forth to these people the spiritual

joys and blessings of Christianity as far outweighing in importance and value any material

prosperity, and can bring them to the same appreciation of the value of spiritual blessings, so that

with Paul they will count all but loss in order to win Christ and will count as their greatest, most
priceless treasure their fellowship with Christ, to retain which they will willingly endure

persecution, the loss of all worldly gain or possessions, yea even life itself, and will count it all

joy to suffer and to endure persecution for His sake. According to one’s convictions as to the

relative value of the advantages to be derived from Christianity, will be the policy he will pursue
in presenting Christianity to the people, and for the real evangelization of Korea I do not think we
can exaggerate the importance of this as one of the underlying, basal principles - a conviction

that the spiritual advantages are pre-eminently the advantages to be placed in the forefront and
upon which the appeals to men are to be based. In order to this, certain distinctions must be
clearly made and kept constantly in mind. Reformation is not redemption. Salvation from sin,

not mere moral reformation, is the essence of the Gospel message. Civilization is not

Christianity. Western ideas, customs and inventions are not an essential part of Christianity. In

fact many Oriental ideas and customs conform more nearly to the scriptural ideas than do some of
the peculiar notions and customs of the Western world and the introduction of much that is

considered a part of Western civilization is a hindrance rather than a help to spiritual life. Our
commission is to introduce spiritual Chnstianity, not Western civilization. Education is not

regeneration. We are not called upon in the evangelization of Korea to provide a secular

education for the heathen, but are commissioned to preach the Gospel to the heathen and to

establish the Church of Jesus Christ. We might educate the heathen for centuries and yet fail to

establish the church or evangelize the nation, but we cannot establish the church without having

as a natural and necessary outgrowth of the church a Christian education for its own people a

powerful factor of the church in the evangelization of the nation. I quote Mr. Speer as follows:

“Let us not confuse evangelization with the accessory and necessary results of evangelization

which flow from it.” Evangelization “plants among communities of men forces that create new
social combinations. Missions are powerful to transform the face of society, because they ignore

the face of society and deal with it at the heart.”

Fourth. - A strong faith, a victorious, enthusiastic faith in God and His message. A faith

in the power of the Gospel itself to carry conviction to the heart of any man and to do for the

heathen all that it has done and now does for us. We need to believe and act upon the belief that

it can transform character, lead to true repentance and hatred of sin, give strength to resist

temptation and overcome sin, uphold in a consistent Christian life, and comfort and sustain in the

midst of persecution, trial, sorrow and loss. In the face of prominent failures, in spite of keen

disappointment in given cases, - one needs to grasp with a firm faith the fact that the Spirit of

God can and does show His own great power in the lives of others and that through the exercise

of faith these people can and do reach the same heights of spiritual attainment and enter into the

same appreciation of spiritual truth which we do. Alas, too many become like those of whom a

friend in another mission wrote me “some whom long years of waiting have rather not

discouraged but disciplined to expect little.” Such a state of mind will not accomplish the
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evangelization of Korea. We need a faith which expects great things, large results, and knows
that God will grant them. Faith is the evidence of things not seen, and the Spirit-filled vision can,

^
with the eye of a buoyant, enthusiastic faith, see great results even though not yet accomplished,
and can gain the victory over these feelings of depression and discouragement, and victoriously
resist submission to the state of mind which expects but little. The heart is taken out of one's
work, - it becomes mere routine and drudgery, if faith has been undermined so that the note of
victory is lost. I believe in enthusiasm - in enthusiastic faith. Enthusiasm may be more natural
to some natures than to others, but it is a tremendous element in one’s influence and has a power
to communicate faith and zeal. How a real faith - a real grasp of the Gospel message and a real

appreciation of the work of evangelization - can fail of enthusiasm, is a mystery. There is often

far more of unbelief in our minds than we are aware of, and this unconscious and unrecognized
unbelief will often explain the failure to receive a blessing and to accomplish results. “He could
not do many mighty works there because of their unbelief.” God delights to honor faith. He
cannot work mightily in the presence of unbelief. Our own lack of faith shuts out the power of
God.

Fifth. - The missionary’s own spiritual life is one of the most important basal

considerations or factors in evangelization. The missionary himself is the great factor in

evangelization. His character, his attitude towards truth and life, determine very largely the place
in evangelization which the church and those under his influence take and the influence they
exert. We need to be men who will not compromise with sin, men who will set up the scriptural

standard which God has set up and will not deviate one whit from that standard in their

requirement. Whatever the peculiar conditions in heathendom we have no authority for letting

down the Divine standard on moral questions. In dealing with ourselves we should “never
couple faith in the atonement of Christ with a feeling of security in the violation of a single

)
commandment” (Chalmers) and however lenient and loving we may be in dealing with others
who have fallen into sin and come short of God’s law, in their discipline the failure to set up the

one standard and to

brand as sin anything short of that standard is to undermine the whole foundation of Christian
morality and Christian character, and to build a church on no spiritual foundation, weak and
powerless as a moral or spiritual force. Better far a Gideon’s band of men thoroughly determined
to make no compromise with sin and to strive for the highest and holiest attainments, than a
whole host of nominal Christians satisfied to come short, taught that they may with impunity
come short of the Divine standard - men who have committed spiritual suicide by a deliberate

giving up of the law of God as the standard of Christian living. Dr. Dale writing of evangelists

says: “What tells most is neither his earnestness nor his perfect certainty of the truth of the

Christian Gospel, but the fact apparent to those who listen that his certainty rests on his own
direct and personal knowledge of the eternal realities of which he is speaking.” If God’s Word is

the standard by which our own life is regulated and if to us the spiritual blessings of
reconciliation with God, our fellowship with Jesus Christ, the assurance of eternal life, are our
chiefjoy and privilege and we daily experience them in our own lives, then we can go forth to

present in all faith these spiritual privileges as the supreme gift of the Gospel unto a people
whose despair will be exchanged for hope, whose darkness will be dispelled by light, whose fear

and misery and degradation in sin and iniquity will give way to love and joy, peace and
righteousness.

1 place the above convictions foremost as the basal principles upon which any methods
of evangelization must be founded, for I believe that the deep underlying convictions of the

)
missionary have more to do in evangelization than the mere methods adopted. In fact the

missionary s convictions determine the methods and policy not in their mere external form and
nomenclature but in their inner principles and their daily outworking, their essence, their spirit,

their life - that which goes into and determines and is essentially the real policy and method - the
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vital force of them which determines their influence and results. I would therefore lay the greater

emphasis upon what has already been written rather than upon the following suggested methods

to be pursued in the evangelization of Korea. I shall not attempt an exhaustive enumeration of

methods and I shall purposely omit some methods which are rightly and successfully used, not

attempting to be either inclusive or exclusive but merely to mention a few methods adopted in

our work in Northern Korea which I believe to be the most important factors in its development.

I think these factors have been

First. - The wide-spread preaching of the Gospel message in its simplicity. There should

be a perfectly frank, candid, natural avowal of one’s mission and a presentation of the Gospel

message to all, to every one with whom one can come in contact as the most natural subject of

conversation and interest, aiming to make the Gospel known over as wide an extent of territory as

can possibly be covered from some strategic point as the centre of operations. If the Gospel can

be made the subject of conversation among the people by the wide-spread dissemination of tracts

and the extended itineration of the missionary, a great point has been gained. The methods

adopted to secure this will differ largely according to the personal preferences and the disposition

of the missionary. Some will adopt the formal preaching to crowds upon the street or in the

market place, or the opening of street chapels, but a method better adapted to the genius of the

Korean people seems to me to be the constant, daily natural and informal conversation with

individuals and small groups of people, in friendly intercourse along the wayside, in the inns, on

the street, in the shops, in the country village, anywhere and everywhere, with the invitation to

visit you in your “sarang” for further conversation on this vital topic. The wide-spread informal

dissemination of the Gospel news will result in bringing to you visitors from a wide territory,

while the “sarang” work will give opportunity for hand to hand, face to face, heart to heart

dealing with individuals in a personal earnest way with undisturbed, clear and pertinent

presentation of the claims of the Gospel, which has been most prolific in genuine conversions. In

Korea what takes place in your “sarang” is soon heralded far and wide and often what is said to

an individual there will reach a far larger audience than what is proclaimed to a crowd on the

street. I would emphasize the value of seeking to reach a wide extent of territory in the initial

stages. In the early stages of work the conversion of ten men from ten different sections will

accomplish more than the conversion of ten men in one section only, for each one of these ten

becomes the subject of conversation over a wide area and the Gospel news is thereby spread

abroad to a far larger audience; instead of one group of Christians being formed, one may soon

have ten places of worship each to be developed into a church.

Second. - The use of the Bible. Emphasis should be placed upon the fact that your

message is not yours but the message of the living God, whose existence and the inspiration of

whose word are facts to be proclaimed, not propositions to be proved. Rest your authority upon

the Scriptures, the authoritative Word of God, which claims man’s obedience. Get men to read it

- read it to them and make it known as God’s message which speaks for itself and needs no

apology. Dr. Chalmers says: “We firmly believe that there is no one position of theology which

can be more strongly and more philosophically sustained than the self-evidencing power of the

Bible.” Keep oneself in the background, one’s own knowledge and wisdom and superior powers

of argumentation and discourse, and keep in the forefront the Word of God, which is the

supernatural agency of the Spirit of God for reaching the hearts of men with God’s authoritative

claim upon them. By far the most efficient means for the evangelization of men is the Bible

itself, and our efforts should be to get it into the hands of men, to arouse in them a desire to read

it, to constantly appeal to it as the source of our authoritative message and as containing God’s

own message to men for their welfare and happiness and as being of inestimable importance to

them. I believe in the use of tracts, but primarily as a means of explaining the Scriptures and to

lead to a study of the Scriptures. To this end I should advocate the use of such tracts as “The

Nevius’ Catechism,” “Discourse on Salvation,” “The Two Friends.” “The Guide to Heaven,” and
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Mrs. Jones’ most helpful primer for those who cannot yet read the Korean character. These,

however, are powerful, because they are a simple presentation of fundamental Scripture truths

and turn the attention of the people to the Bible itself.

Third. - The Catechumenate. Particularly in the initial stages of work and for the

conservation of the results of one’s preaching and teaching, I look upon the public reception of

catechumens as one of the most effective methods and one of far reaching influence. Just as soon

as a man gives evidence of a knowledge of sin, of a desire to worship God, and of an acceptance

of Christ as his Saviour from sin, he should be encouraged to make a public confession of sin, of

faith in Christ, and of his intention to lead a Christian life. The object of it is three-fold: first, it

assists a man to reach a decision, and the very decision is a means of strengthening him, helping

him to cut loose from his past life and ideas by holding before him a definite step to be taken;

second, it is a formal recognition of his desire to be a Christian and an enrolling of him in a class

for instruction so that he becomes connected with the church in a way that necessitates some

provision for his systematic instruction and oversight; third, it is a means of witness bearing to

others and puts him in the position of at once making known to others the fact that he has

identified himself with Christianity. Reception into the catechumenate is an extension of the

hand of Christian fellowship, encouraging one in his first formed intentions to renounce

heathenism and accept Christ. I look upon it as more particularly valuable as an agency in the

early stages of work furnishing a means of recognition and organization of first converts before

the church with its baptized membership and fuller organization becomes the more prominent

exponent of Christianity. The more systematic and thorough the Biblical instruction of the

catechumenate, the more valuable will this factor prove in evangelization.

Fourth. - The infusion of an enthusiastic evangelistic spirit into the first converts and

continuously into the whole church. The importance of this can scarcely be exaggerated, and it is

worth our while to wisely plan to develop this and to avoid the development of the opposite spirit

of service where mercenary motives develop apparent evangelistic zeal. For this reason the

employment of men and women to preach in the early stages of work, and the use of much money
in initiating work of any kind, is to be deprecated, for thereby people are attracted by an

unintentional appeal to mercenary motives to make profession of Christianity. The inculcation

and development of an overwhelming desire to make known to others the message of salvation

which brings peace and joy with the sense of forgiveness and reconciliation with God, simply

from an experience of the same in one’s own heart, will do more than any other one thing for the

wide-spread evangelization of Korea. When this spirit of voluntary, joyful, enthusiastic

propagation of the truth has become characteristic of the early converts and the church, the4

employment ofmen proportionately with the development of the church will not be a hindrance

but a help to evangelization. I am satisfied, however, that this spirit can be secured only through

the deep convictions of the missionary, working out in his own life this same enthusiastic

evangelistic spirit, so that by example rather than by exhortation he infuses this spirit into the first

converts who come into closest contact with him, reading and knowing his inner real self most

clearly. Real enthusiasm begets enthusiasm; conviction begets conviction. A man all on fire

with and dominated by this spirit is a tremendous power,, and the cumulative force of a whole

church of such men is more irresistible than an avalanche. A church constantly at work seeking

to convert men - peddlers carrying books and preaching as they travel selling their wares,

merchants and inn-keepers talking to customers and guests, travelers along the roads and on the

ferries telling of Jesus and His salvation, women going to the fields, drawing water at the well,

washing clothes at the brooks, or visiting in heathen homes, all talking of the Gospel and what it

has done for them is a method of evangelization than which none is more powerful. To Yi

Yeng En - now with the Lord - I ascribe the greatest influence in the development of this spirit

in our Northern work. He never allowed a man to pass the examination for admission to the

catechumenate or the church without impressing upon him this as his first duty and privilege as a
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Christian. From him came the practice of questioning the advisability of admitting 10 the church
any one who had not first made known to his family and neighbors what great things the Lord had
done for him. I do not hesitate to place this as the foremost factor in the wide-spread
development of our work in Northern Korea.

Fifth. - Bible Study Training Classes. For the development of the church as the great
evangelistic agency I know of nothing aside from the Sabbath services for Bible study and
worship, more perfectly adapted to the conditions in Korea than the system of Bible study
training classes which has already become such a great factor in our work. They are adapted to
the genius of the Korean people and fit in admirably with their methods of life and study. As
explanatory of these classes I quote from an article prepared by Mr. Hunt, of Pyeng-yang, as
follows: “The education of the whole church, all its membership, young and old, 1 Herate"and
illiterate, is being undertaken systematically and largely by training classes in which the textbook
is the Bible. Some of these are representative in character; the attendance coming from every part
of the field; others are local, meant only for the members of a particular group. Some arc
attended only by men, others only by women, but in most of the country classes both men and
women are taught, though in separate divisions. Sometimes these classes are taught entirely by
the missionaries or by the missionary and several helpers, but more often by the helper alone.

’

Bible study is the object of the class, but prayer, conferences and practical evangelistic effort are
prominent parts of the work ... The Christians have learned that it is only right to put aside their
occupations for several weeks each year for the special study of the Word of God This
method is honoring to God’s Word and teaches all the authority of God in their lives. His word,
rather than that of the helper or the missionary, early becomes the Christian’s rule of faith and
practice. This method of education tends to bring about a mutual understanding between the rank
and file, and the leaders, helpers and missionaries, so unifying the young church that it presents a
solid front and is made more of a power in the midst of heathenism. The surest way to make a
distinction between the church and the world is to set men to study the Bible and to preach its
truths. This system is cumulative in its results. ... It makes of the church an army skilled in the
use of God’s Word. Among the many advantages of these classes is that they afford an occasion
to develop qualities of true leadership. Opportunities for preliminary training and trial as well as
for more careful selection are almost without end.” To this I would add that the classes cannot be
begun too soon, for in their essential features they are applicable alike to inquirers and
catechumens, church members, leaders, helpers, evangelists, and the ministry itself, to women
and children as well as to men, to the ignorant, even those unable to read as well as to the
educated scholars. The whole church is made to feel the result of these classes, and from them
the men go forth with an enthusiasm and an evangelistic zeal coupled with a knowledge of the
Scriptures which enable them to become intelligent as well as zealous heralds of the Gospel
message.

Sixth. — The development of trained helpers, evangelists and ministers. This is an integral
part of evangelistic work. Here is specifically the province of mission educational work which, 1

believe, should be a development from within the church, a result of, and indissolubly connected
with, the evangelistic work; it in turn becoming one of the powerful factors in producing a
geometrically progressive advance in evangelization. It is only a perversion of educational work
which is brought into an antagonistic relation to evangelistic work. Since the complete
evangelization of any land will be effected only through the agency of native evangelists and
pastors, the development and training of these becomes, with the establishment and growth of the
church, an increasingly important phase of evangelistic work. The foreign missionary is the
important agency in the initial stages of evangelization for the foundation and establishment of
the church, but the native church itself must become the agency for the complete evangelization
of the nation, and from the church should come the institutions and the men which are to be the
permanent factors. In the development of these leaders we need to provide for the training of two
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classes of men. In Korea, for years to come, the bulk of the work of leading the church must be
done by men who show gifts for such work but who cannot be given the thorough preparation for

the ministry which is the result of a common and high school, a collegiate and seminary

education. We want and must have some such men, but all experience shows that the number of
such men is never equal to the demand, not even in the church at home with its elaborate system
of collegiate and theological education. We must make provision for this systematic and

thorough theological instruction for the training of a ministry, but we must also in the meantime
and for years to come depend even more largely upon a class ofmen taken from among the more
mature Christians who can be taken through a course of instruction less absorbing of time and not

too exhaustive of the mental and physical strength of the men. Since the preparation of most of

this paper there has come into my hands an article written by our beloved secretary. Dr. F.F.

Ellinwood, whose counsel and guidance have been such helpful features in the establishment and

development of mission work in Korea, and who today, in America, rejoices with us over the

results of the work of the Spirit of God in Korea these twenty years. It is particularly appropriate

that I should close this paper by quoting from that article that which expresses better than I can

my own convictions on this factor in evangelization as follows: “I have spoken of individual

training, but each mission should at an early day make provision for a more systematic and

thorough ministerial education. ... I urge this as a means to the ultimate end of evangelization. I

am more and more persuaded as the years go by that the educational work on our mission fields

should be directed mainly to this specific end, that the great spiritual aim, namely of the

conversion of men, should uniformly and always take the lead. An excellent plan is now found in

many missions of forming normal classes for Bible study to which the field workers are called for

a limited time during the season less favorable for itineration. Such periods of study arc valuable

not only for the instruction given, but for the opportunity of gaining a spiritual uplift for both the

missionary and his helpers. I would gladly see a normal department connected with our most
thoroughly established missionary colleges, so that while some students gain an advanced
preparation, others may be fitted for immediate work. ... As relating to the ordinary missionary

boarding-school on the one hand and the secular college on the other, there should be greater

prominence given to the training of preachers and religious helpers. ... I am not sure, but it

would be better economy of our resources, always too small, to give greater comparative

attention to an older class of pupils, carefully selected with reference to their intellectual ability

and spiritual qualifications for evangelists. ... I am persuaded that the great volume of our

educational work should be directed toward the simple preaching of the Gospel, and to the

training of men by short courses for that purpose. The hope we entertain for the ingathering of
tens and hundreds of thousands in the near future depends mainly, I believe, upon the

enlargement of our native ministry.” Then follow these words, weighty with the spirit of

exhortation to us to whom has been committed the work of the evangelization of Korea. “The
Great Commission of our Lord pointed directly and in plain terms to the co-temporary work of
evangelization as the great errand of the church. The disciples were not taught to spend their

time in preliminary operations looking to evangelization by others after their work was done.

The word was, ‘Go and teach all nations’. . . The command of Christ was primarily to those of
His own age, and He gave them a large task to perform, surely. That command reiterates itself

with each new generation and the mission or Board or the church at large is culpably remiss if

willingly it occupies itself only with preliminary work instead of hastening to the rescue of the

millions who know not the Gospel and with whom it will soon be too late.”

(originally written for a conference of Protestant missionaries, September 22, 1904, on the twentieth anniversary of the arrival of
the first Protestant missionary in Korea and excerpts published in The Korea Field, Seoul, Korea, November, 1904, pp 193-198
Republished in full in the above journal, a copy of which is in the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett

papers)



Syen Chyun, Korea June 25, 1906 Carl E. Kearns

Dear Dr. Brown:

It falls to me to write the monthly station letter and I will make the attempt though it will

have to be a hurried one and I will probably overlook half the things that ought to be written.

We are all well in the station and the work is booming as usual. Warm weather has come and
there will be very little more itineration. Everyone that can get away is out for a little rest. We
have had a number of visitors already. There are few members of the mission that have not

visited Syen Chyun since the railway was opened.

I had a most enjoyable trip to the islands off the coast this last week. The island churches
are prospering. Both now own buildings and new converts are coming in. As it was the first

time any exploring has been done I will give you a sketch map which of course is not accurate

but only shows the islands as they looked to me. The red crosses are churches and dots show
places where several families are meeting together but as yet not organized as a group. The
black lines are roads with ferries dotted. The green lines are county boundaries and the brown
line is my route. The figures on the islands show the number of houses - on the mainland figures

show number of American miles. As you see, there is quite a population on the islands and a

small launch would be of great use in developing the work. When Dr. Parsons was pastor at

Danville, Illinois I believe he offered a launch to Mr. Whittemore who told him to wait till the

island work developed more. In round numbers Sinmi-do church is about 30 miles from Syen
Chyun, Ka-do church about 50 miles. These churches now have about 80 believers each. The
small island of Wull-do now has eight Christian families and there are two families on Gatchili.

The rest of the islands are undeveloped. Both Ka-do and Sinmi-do still have wild horses, the

remnant of the old government breeding ranges. In former years the islands were abandoned to

wild horses and a certain number were captured once a year for government use. The sea is

shallow and the tide has a range almost as high as in the Bay of Fundy [off Newfoundland].

The map also shows the five country groups that have been set off from the local Syen
Chyun church this year, viz Kamulam, Paikhyen, Posin, Wondong and Nihyen. Another group -

Suturi, was formed of a few people who formerly attended Syen Chyun and Kwaksan churches.

In every case the small nucleus set off from the older church was heavily augmented by new
believers. Our churches have been multiplying after the amoeba style this year.

Paik hyen, or as the Koreans call it colloquially, Paik koka, five miles northeast of Syen
Chyun, is likely to become the site of a German gold mine. I have just spent a half day with Mr.

Walters, a member of the German firm of E. Meyer & Company of Hamburg, which has

branches in many parts of China, etc. Mr. Walters is senior partner in the Chemulpo branch of

the firm and has been 22 years in Chemulpo. He has made thorough inspection of the gold

workings about here and while he would not make any definite statements he allowed us to infer

that the German mining concession would be transferred to Syen Chyun and work begun next

spring. If such a thing had happened a few years ago our work would have been paralyzed, but

now Christianity is too strongly entrenched to suffer. With the thorough foundation that has

been laid here the advent of the railroad and influx of “civilization” seems only to turn people

more strongly to the church. Though not a Christian, Mr. Walters has made a favorable

impression on our little community and his firm has a solid reputation for square dealing, so that

we will probably have nothing to deplore in their treatment of the Koreans. He himself took

pains to assure us that his firm would employ no Japanese tactics.
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The political situation remains about the same. The country is full of Japanese

adventurers who help themselves to anything they wish either with or without a pretense of

payment (it is never more than a pretense) and the Koreans are helpless. In the cases of

individual oppression that are reported to me I do nothing, but I have a voluminous

correspondence on subjects that concern churches. I am thinking of having forms printed for use

in corresponding with Japanese. For instance, I must have written nearly twenty letters like

this:

—

To the Honorable Mr. Any old Jap, Esq.

Any old place, Korea

This is to inform you that the Christian church at is the owner of

the lumber at ,
having bought it with church funds for church purposes and holding

bills of sale, etc., to prove ownership. I regret to learn that you propose to annex this lumber.

May I call your attention to the fact that all the world now looks up to your illustrious nation as

the grand concentrated climax of civilization. May I express my sincere hope that you will

refrain from your proposed act of piracy.

Most humbly and abjectly,

C.E. Kearns

American missionary

The Japanese translation is a trifle more flowery than the above crude version but you

will get the type. It usually works!

Here is a form of letter to officials that I have sadly overworked this year:

The Honorable H.I.J.M’s Consul, Esquire [His Imperial Japanese Majesty’s]

Respected Sir:

—

Will you permit an American resident in Korea to express his admiration for the

vigorous efforts (they are doing absolutely nothing) of His I.J.Majesty’s government for the

restoration of peace and order in Korea. May I also express my sympathy for your honored and

respected self in the difficult and aggravating task you are so commendably and brilliantly

performing. I hope you may soon succeed in suppressing lawlessness. I regret to call your

attention to my humble labors. I had succeeded in winning a few converts in the village of

- - and though feeble, their numbers were increasing nicely and I was hoping that in time I might

be able to establish a church there. For the present they were holding meetings in the house of a

Mr. Unfortunately, one of your countrymen took a fancy to Mr. ‘s house and

has driven him out and taken possession and refuses to allow him to use his house in any way.

The result is that my little group is scattered and we are unable to hold any more meetings. The

bearer of this letter, Mr. ,
will give you fuller particulars and I sincerely hope you will be

able to recover his house for him and thus incur the lasting gratitude of your obedient servant.

C.E. Kearns

American missionary

Unfortunately this letter seldom produces the desired result. These are samples of the

forms used in corresponding with Japanese. A complete set would cover various other evils of

which I have not time to speak. As other missionaries doubtless have use for the same forms I

have thought of organizing a syndicate for the publication of these “Letters to Kuroki in Korea .
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I o turn to pleasanter subjects, there is the theological work at Pyeng Yang 50 men

enrolled this term, fourteen from this field. 1 presume all are about alike, but speaking for the 14men from here, except ordination, they are already in the active pastorate, each beingln charge
of six to ten rapidly growing churches. It is a great inspiration to see them gathered for their 3
months of study and to know that in a few years they will be fully ordained pastors. They are a
magnificent body of men, no finer in Korea. I have seen nothing that has so roused my
enthusiasm. We have the people in ever increasing masses, but the priests are our great need
now, or we will lose our grip on the people.

The Eui Ju situation is very interesting. Among the new developments - a fine tiled
building outside the south gate near the church has been made available for academy purposes
It is admirably adapted for temporary quarters and can accommodate about 100 pupils. Also a
fine young man, a graduate of the Pyeng Yang academy has been secured as native assistant and
the plan now is for him to begin work with the preparatory class during the summer in
anticipation of the hoped for opening in the fall. The income of the school is now about ¥200
per month and as yet the only expense is ¥30 per month for assistant’s salary. The movement
having originated with the people, I have thought best to leave it largely in their hands, though
they insisted on electing me president of the “Eui Ju Academy Association”. Elder Kim Chang-
ken is vice president and the executive committee consists of president, vice president and three
other officers. The treasurer, a Eui Ju business man and deacon, was appointed to visit the
various stations of our mission and lay the matter before all members of the educational
committee and other missionaries interested. I have written freely on the subject to various
stations and we expect to push the matter in Annual Meeting. I do not think that I am
disregarding your advice about starting a letter around the Mission. The fact is this station has
not yet fully made up its mind on the subject and until we are a unit it is useless to go to the
Mission. While the Koreans are willing, as I said, to support a missionary, I myself am
unwilling that they should do so, at least I am unwilling until I have been convinced by
consultation with others, particularly Mr. Whittemore and Dr. Sharrocks, that such a situation
would be desirable. It seems to me that the most we could permit the Koreans to do would be to
provide buildings, support of native teachers, and running expenses of the school - and if they
feel able and the Board will accept it, - perhaps present a house for a missionary. I think that the
church is a trifle too sanguine as to the amount of money they can put up. You know that up to
date the Pyeng Yang academy does not derive any large part of its running expenses from
Koreans and salaries are all paid from foreign funds. Eui Ju means to go a huge stride ahead of
Pyeng Yang, but we must not expect them or allow them to shoulder too heavy a burden. And
also, there is a good deal of political enthusiasm back of this movement. “Education is Korea’s
only salvation”, say the Koreans. Of course most of the men who are pushing the academy are
doing so from religious convictions but there is enough of the political in it to bear watching.
However, I certainly feel that we cannot afford to neglect this challenge. The Eui Ju people are
very anxious for a missionary to live among them. They have never ceased to regret that Eui Ju
was not selected for our station instead of Syen Chyun. They are very desirous that someone
w'ho already speaks Korean should be transferred to Eui Ju. The businessmen travel all over
Korea and of late they have often expressed to me their conviction that missionaries are
unequally distributed. “Why should Seoul”, they ask, “have above 20 clergymen and Eui Ju
none, when there are more Christians within 50 li of Eui Ju than there are within 100 li of Seoul.
And why should you have schools where you have to pay the pupils to attend when we are
willing to pay you for running a school?” These things are unanswerable and I hope that the
mission will take some action, but I must confess to you privately that my hope is not strong.
You may think me a pessimist but my observation leads me to believe that to be attractive to the
Mission such a proposition should involve: - 1

st

: large outlay for plant and operating expenses,
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2
nd

:
practically no churches in the field proposed to be opened - and if not active opposition, at

least no expressed desire for the work on the part of the people: 3
rd

: the chance of stealing a

march [getting in ahead of] on some other mission. Those were the conditions which carried the

Chong Ju proposition through. In Eui Ju all those conditions are reversed. The Koreans propose

to shoulder the financial burden, there are 25 or 30 vigorous churches within a radius of 50 li or

so and 3000 Christians are clamoring for a resident missionary and there is no other mission that

has the remotest idea of pushing into the field. The fates are against us and while I shall employ
every argument at my command and will have all the Korean inducements represented and make
Eui Ju’s dare as strong as possible I am looking for apathy in the Mission.

We are looking for Mr. Blair [Herbert E. Blair] at any time now. He left Chasung on a

raft intending to come down the Yalu to Sin Eui Ju. The Yalu is fairly sluggish at this season

and beyond vexatious delays there should be no risk in that mode of travel. We expect that he

will be able to make a report that will satisfy our station on the advisability of working the Kang

Kai territory by means of a launch from Eui Ju. We think now that a $200 launch plying on the

Yalu will do as much good in the far north almost as a $2000 station at Kang Kai, and in a

couple of years we will be able to send ordained natives and medical graduates to open work on

the ground

[at that place]. I am sending out the statistical blanks in anticipation of making out the report at

the end of the month. It has been a wonderful year. I have personally baptized 1027 and

received 2068 catechumens. Add the work of Messrs. Bemheisel and Blair in the north and we

will present the greatest station report yet. Dr. Sharrocks saw 93 patients at the hospital

yesterday. Our hospital is now seeing more patients than any other in Korea.

Prominent among our requests to the Board this year ought to be an urgent one for

several barrels of lotion for swelled head. I defy any clergyman on the planet to prove that he

has a nicer wife, a nicer baby, or a finer “job” than yours very truly,

C.E. Kearns

See map of Euiju (enclosed) showing number of Christians in each church inside of a 25

mile radius. Figures show number in each church - total, 4740. Many just outside were

uncounted. This is the most advanced and progressive, as well as the wealthiest section of the

Korean Christian Church.

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 236, #79)



THE AMERICAN HOSPITAL IN PYENG-YANG
(The Caroline A. Ladd Hospital)

We have received from Dr. J. Hunter Wells a very interesting account of the work of this

hospital during the past year. Pyeng-yang is the great emporium of the north and is the center of
the most energetic and independent portion of the Korean people. It is a strategic center for all

forms of enterprise and is an ideal seat for such an institution as that which Dr. Wells so ably

handles. The work of the year was somewhat hampered by the pleasant necessity of removal
into the new and commodious hospital building. But the work increased along all lines and the

usefulness of native assistants has been proved by many quick recoveries from major operations

which they have performed. Dr. Wells calls special attention to the advantage of being able to

put patients on hot Korean floors after operation and claims that danger from surgical shock is

greatly lessened by this device.

During the transition stage Dr. Wells had only three small Korean rooms in which to

work but even under these circumstances operations upon ovarian tumor, hernia, necrosis of

humerus, caries of shoulder, inflamation of liver, fracture of arm, scrofular glands, etc., etc.,

were successfully performed, showing that where there is a will, a scalpel and a steady hand
surgical operations will not wait for ideal surroundings.

With from thirty to forty new patients every day the Doctor reports that the “Days are full

of gladness and the nights are full of song” - or nightmare, as the case may be, especially when
surgical cases hang on the brink of death for several days!

While Dr. Wells is in charge, there is a Korean Superintendent, Mr. Cho Ik-sun, an

assistant, No In-Muk, an orderly, a watchman, four resident student assistants, and a Bible

woman.

The class of medical students had a good year. Eleven were admitted but three dropped

out. Almost all these men study at their own charges. Dr. Follwell [Methodist] and Dr. Whiting

very kindly helped in the instruction. Dr. Wells and Dr. Sharrocks together have prepared a

textbook on Materia Medica which will be edited by Dr. Vinton and then published.

In the new hospital building there are Korean wards and foreign wards furnished in

appropriate style and an isolation ward for special cases. There will be room for thirty in-

patients or nearly double that number if crowding is necessary. If crowded, the patients will not

each have 1,000 cubic feet of air for his own exclusive use but “there will be so much open air

treatment that they will get along very well.”

In spite of the transitional stage there were 9,376 attendants of which 6,454 were new
cases. There were 209 in-patients but there were 215 others who as ambulants came or were

carried to the hospital. Most of these would have been in-patients if there had been room for

them. They boarded near by and so got the benefit of daily treatment. Dr. Wells performed 203

operations and his student assistants performed 153.

The expenses for all purposes amounted to Yen 2,287.29. This included everything

except the salary of the physician in charge. The total receipts were very good, Yen 2,409.23, of

which Yen 1,437.76 came entirely from Koreans, mostly as fees and price of drugs. From the

Mission Board only Yen 740.00 were received, which shows how near the hospital comes to

entire self-support.



June/06 -p.2 J.H.W.

The three students who were given certificates a few years ago are all doing well. They

are in good standing in the churches and as “the first, and so far the only, medical students to be

thus sent out by the Mission”, the venture seems to be a success.

In line with what we have said elsewhere about the use of opium and morphine Dr. Wells

has the following remarks to make. “The opium fiends, or morphine users, who began by

smoking opium, are a most abject lot and usually from the homes of the well-to-do. They use

the hypodermic syringe and inject morphine daily. I took on one case and instituted an original

treatment in which adrenaline was the main medicine used and the habit cut off at once. This

was so successful that it created something of afurore among the morphine users, so that in

April I had some thirty applications for treatment. They were so numerous that I sent some of

them to a hospital conducted by one of my former students and he, with the same remedies 1

used, is having good success.”

Dr. Wells plans an entirely self-supporting tuberculosis ward in charge of one of the

students who completes the course of study soon. He also hopes to persuade the Korean

Christians to organize an insane asylum. The evangelistic phase of hospital work is always kept

to the fore and every patient comes into close personal contact with Christianity in a very

definite way. The results have been very gratifying.

Dr. Wells says “I cannot leave the old plant, provided by the Moffett family of Madison,

Indiana, (now turned into a school for girls and women), without a farewell of thanks and

appreciation from myself and in behalf of the 80,000 Koreans who crossed its threshold in the

eight years we held forth there.”

To Mrs. Ladd for providing the Yen 10,000 to build such a complete plant, beautiful in

its architecture and tender in its ministrations, we are most grateful. Only those who have tried

to do medical work in the small, low Korean rooms can know how good it is to be in this new

building with its spacious dispensary, its five foreign wards, its Korean style wards and its other

facilities which make it a complete institution.”

(from the Korea Review, Seoul, Korea, Vol. 6, No. 7, July, 1906, pp. 251-254)



San Rafael, California August 1, 1906 Samuel A. Moffett

Rev. A.J. Brown, D.D.

156 Fifth Avenue, New York City

Dear Dr. Brown:

We left Pyengyang the 1
st

of June and had a comfortable and pleasant journey all the
way, and now we are thoroughly enjoying the beginning of our furlough with Mrs. Moffett’s
parents here in California. It was hard for me to realize that in only 16 years there had come
such a marked change in the city of Pyengyang. When I entered it the first time 16 years ago
this month there was not a Christian in the city. We now have a Christian constituency of some
5000 people and of these more than a thousand walked three miles to the station to see us off.

Our hearts were full as we saw the men and women, school boys and school girls all lined up
singing Christian hymns in farewell and then when the 50 theological students came forward and
through two of their number pinned on us silver medals as a token of their love for us we were
indeed thankful that the Lord had given us the privilege of service in Korea.

I am eager to meet you to talk with you of our great opportunities and of the urgent need
for our Educational Buildings - for the College and for the Theological School.

Just now however I want to write you concerning the Koreans in Hawaii and in America.
Under the appointment of the Presbyterian Council in Korea I stopped in Hawaii for two weeks,
visiting a number of the plantations where the Koreans are at work and investigating the

conditions with a view to learning what was our duty to the Korean Christians who had gone
from our church and who were persistently writing us urging us to establish churches among
them, they being unwilling to unite with the Methodists who had established Korean work there.

I am quite sure that I was able to obtain a clear insight into the situation. I had conferences with
Rev. Mr. Wadman in charge of the M.E. [Methodist] work, with Dr. Scudder of the Hawaiian
Board of Missions, with Mr. Thwing, formerly of our Canton Mission, now in charge of Chinese
work in Honolulu and with scores of Koreans - - Presbyterians and Methodists and unbelievers.

From officers of the Planters’ Association I learned that they will no longer pay the steamer fare

for the Koreans coming to Hawaii and from the Koreans I learn that in that case it is unlikely that

many more Koreans will come to Hawaii. I found no Koreans who deliberately plan to remain
in Hawaii long, all of them hoping to make enough money soon to enable them to go on to

California or to return to Korea.

Mr. Thwing was the first to begin Christian work among them but soon after the

Methodists opened work an understanding was reached between them and the Hawaiian Board
by which the Methodists took all the Korean work and refrained from opening work among the

Chinese among whom the Hawaiian Board already had an extensive work. The Methodists by a

large use of funds have begun work for the Koreans in many places, have built churches for them
and have employed a large number as evangelists. Of the professing Christians who came from
Korea I should judge that fully 3A of them were from our Presbyterian churches. At first all

worked together worshiping as one church largely under Presbyterian leaders. Soon however,
under the direction of two Methodist evangelists more interested in politics than in religion and
of an excommunicated Presbyterian who was made a Methodist evangelist, the work was
organized as a Methodist Church according to the methods and policy of the Methodist Church
in Korea which differs widely from our own work in Korea.
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Our Presbyterian Christians became greatly dissatisfied and wrote repeatedly urging us to

establish work among them. They met separately in several places, expressed their

dissatisfaction with the political character of the church, the character of the men who were
made evangelists, the superficial character of the work and its methods and altho they received

no encouragement from us, refused to unite with the Methodists and appealed to the

Congregationalists to care for them. Owing to the understanding with the Methodists the

Congregationalists declined to take up this work.

Then the Episcopal Bishop started a work and drew a few of our people into it but Mr.

Wadman through his Board in New York succeeded in having that stopped. Thoroughly

dissatisfied, many of our strongest men left for California, others lost ground spiritually and

were discouraged. Where there were but few, some of them united with the Methodists, some
returned to Korea and others still continued their separate organizations continuing to plead with

us for recognition and oversight. When I reached Hawaii I found our Korea Christians greatly

discouraged with the whole situation, some of them eager to have us establish work and

confident that if we did not the church in Hawaii would have little spiritual power and would

gradually lose its strength as indeed it is doing. Some were willing and ready to leave the

Methodist Church at once if we would organize churches, and others were undecided as to what

it was best to do waiting for me to decide the question. In one place I met with 65 Presbyterians

who had maintained a separate organization and after service with them led them to the church

for a union meeting making a congregation of about 150. In all the places but one that I visited

the strongest men in the church were our people.

I reached no conclusions until after I had been over the ground and secured all the data I

could and, as I believe, pretty clearly grasped the situation. I than had a frank talk with Mr.

Wadman and then had a conference with the Presbyterians who were most eager for separate

organization. Some of my findings and conclusions were as follows:

1
st

- 1 searched but could find no other reason for the desire of our people for separate

organization other than their justifiable dissatisfaction with the spiritual condition of the work,

the methods and policy and the character of its leaders and the conviction that unless we would

establish work on a better basis there would soon be little Christianity among the Koreans in

Hawaii.

2
nd

- That while the present outlook is for few additions to the number of Koreans in Hawaii yet

if opportunity is again given them there will be many thousands more who will come and of

these probably hundreds and even thousands of them will be our Presbyterian people.

3
rd

- That in case large numbers of our Presbyterian Christians emigrate by families to Hawaii we
should provide for their spiritual oversight and should organize them into Presbyterian churches

in order to conserve their spiritual welfare and that if we so organize them, our church there will

soon be larger and stronger than the Methodist Church, will do more for the people in Hawaii

and will become a stronger factor in the evangelization of Korea than if we leave them to the

care of the Methodist Church.

4
th

- That it is not wise to now organize separate work nor to plan to do so unless it is seen that

large numbers of our people are likely to leave Korea for Hawaii, but that our people now there

should be urged to unite in the one church, to make their influence felt for its spiritual uplift and

to avoid all dissension, their being however the clear understanding with them and with the

Methodist authorities that in case of their return to Korea or of their coming to America we shall

expect them to again identify themselves with our Presbyterian work and that they shall not

serve as an excuse for the M.E. church to begin work in the Presbyterian fields to which these

men may go.
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5 - That if hundreds more of our people come to Hawaii we should provide for their spiritual
oversight by co-operation with the Hawaii Board of Missions which represents all

Congregational and Presbyterian interests in Hawaii. Dr. Scudder and Mr. Thwing both assured
me that their understanding with the Methodists concerning this work would not in any wise
prevent them from undertaking it if we decided that we should establish work there and our
Board or the Korean Church requested their co-operation. I spoke to Mr. Wadman of this and he
acquiesced when 1 stated that while we would not begin work now, we should do so if our
people again come in large numbers. I feel quite strongly that we made a mistake in not taking
up the work in the first place and in not communicating at once with Mr. Thwing and the

Hawaiian Board that they might have cared for our people, bringing them into sympathetic
alliance with the work of the Hawaiian Board and thus much more effectively have conserved
the spiritual interests of the Koreans in Hawaii.

So much for the Hawaiian situation of which I have written you quite frankly as the

secretary of the Presbyterian Board, believing that you will not misunderstand my attitude

towards the Methodist Church and their work altho should the Methodist Board read this letter

they would probably misunderstand me.

Now for the situation in America.

—

I have had conferences with the Koreans who remain near San Francisco since the

earthquake, with Mr. Laughlin and with Dr. Drew, and I know the wishes of our Koreans in

other parts of California. There are over a thousand Koreans in America, most of them in

California and it is quite certain that the best and strongest of the 5000 in Hawaii will come here
as fast as they can make enough to do so. There will also be a constant emigration from Korea
to America and if the door remains open it is probable that a very large number of them will

come in order to escape the unequal struggle with the Japanese favored by government
discriminations and assistance and in order to secure opportunities for study and for the

acquisition of more wealth than they can secure in Korea.

Many of these will be Presbyterian Christians, about one tenth of those now here being
Christians - and most of those Presbyterians - some of them our brightest young men and
women. The Methodists are very desirous of doing here what they did in Hawaii - monopolize
the Korean work; but our Presbyterian Koreans here know the difference between their work and
ours in Korea. They know the conditions in Hawaii, many of them having left there because
thoroughly dissatisfied with the condition of church work there, and now they are unwilling to

identify themselves with the M.E. [Methodist] work here where to their surprise and disquiet

men in whom they had no confidence, who had proven untrustworthy in Korea or in Hawaii
were made the chief evangelists here. One of these after injuring the work in Hawaii and
proving untrustworthy was placed in charge here and is now reported in hiding for fear of arrest

for stealing $500°° received from the Japanese Consul for the relief of Koreans.

Why they have done so I know not but I do not hesitate to say that the Methodists have
so conducted much of their work by the use of untrustworthy worldly and spiritually ignorant

men as to have thoroughly discredited it in the eyes of our Presbyterian Christians and of the

unbelieving Koreans and it seems a shame for us to refuse to look after our own people and say

to them - if you want spiritual oversight you must look to the Methodist Church - the

Presbyterian Church in America will not look after the Presbyterians who come from Korea.



8/01/06 - p.4 S.A.M.
There are now in Riverside California some 30 or more Christians, already in touch with

the Presbyterian pastor there and they are looking to our church to care for them. There are

groups of Koreans in some 10 or 15 places where we have Christians and where I have no doubt
we can organize little groups on the same plan as our work in Korea is organized, placing them
in sympathetic, helpful touch with the Presbyterian churches in these places, holding their

membership there and meeting with them if so desired but also holding separate services in

Korean. We can thus care for their spiritual interests, keep them in touch with our church in

Korea and can have church homes for the Korean Christians who will yet come from Hawaii and

Korea and who are yet to exert a great influence upon the church in Korea.

From a financial point of view alone such a move will give us good returns. These men
will soon be sending large sums of money to their people in Korea enabling them to support the

church work there more liberally. I have just sent $530°° from four Koreans to their families in

Korea. Experience shows that the Chinese here support many evangelists in China and 1 am sure

our Koreans in America will contribute largely to the work there. {Since writing this and before

copying, I have received a letter from Hawaii saying the Presbyterians there were sending me
$120°° for the Mission Committee in Korea.} My plea however is not on the low plane of

financial profit but it is that it is our duty and privilege to care spiritually for these Christians

who come here and who look pleadingly to our great Presbyterian Church to care for its own
spiritual children.

Will the Board not sanction the following plan for one year at least - viz: the employment

of but one Korean as an evangelist to have his headquarters in San Francisco (or Oakland) under

the direction of Mr. Laughlin - this evangelist to have spiritual oversight of all the Korean work

of our church - to keep in communication with our Christians; to see that they identify

themselves with our churches, to organize them in groups of worshipers and to act as the

connecting link between the church in Korea and the Koreans here and between our church in

America and the Koreans here, he to visit these groups if possible once or twice a year and to

make his headquarters in San Francisco a Bureau ofInformation for the religious life of our

Korean people. The man for this work is here - a son of Elder Pang of Pyengyang - himself a

former deacon in the Pyengyang Church and within one year of graduation from our Academy
when he left there. He is a man whom we have known and tried and who has the confidence of

the Korean believers and unbelievers.

Six hundred dollars ($600°°) will establish this work for one year. The Koreans assure

me that they will raise one hundred dollars of that. I have $32°° from the church in Pyengyang

contributed for relief of the Christians suffering from the earthquake or if not needed for that, for

church purposes here, which is available for this work - so that $468°° is all that the Presbyterian

Church in America needs to give to care for one year for the spiritual needs of from 50 to 100 of

its Korean members and to systematically seek the evangelization of the other Koreans in

America.

If undertaken now we shall be in position to care for larger numbers later on and can lead

on to greater self-support. Delay means discouragement to our people, loss of spiritual power

and the loss of an advantageous position for prosecuting the work later on if larger numbers

come. For us to refuse to take up work among these people will be a severe blow to our people

in Korea who urged me over and over again to see that work was begun here and who felt keenly

our failure to care for our people in Hawaii. I join them in their earnest plea that you make

provision for this work and in their prayer that the duty of our church may be made clear.
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Is there not someone to whom you can present this who aside from the regular gifts to the

Board will for this year provide $468°°? I know that the Methodists have suggested one Korean

Church in America. In that case, it should be our church. We have the most Christians here and

by far the largest church in Korea. To turn this work over to the Methodists will build up their

work in Korea at the expense of our work and their church in Korea is not doing for the Koreans

the same effective work that our church is doing. Why not build up our own work which is

accomplishing so much more? To turn these people away is to disown them against their earnest

wish and against the wishes of the church in Korea and the Korea Mission.

I trust I am not writing too frankly nor at too great length nor in my earnestness and

strong desire in a vein to which you may take exception. I do not believe our church in America

will refuse to give this small sum as an extra gift if the Board will sanction the work and present

a request for that sum. Each missionary coming home on furlough will be delighted to come

into helpful contact with one or more of the groups of Korean Christians and our people in Korea

will rejoice to know that we are looking after their relatives and friends here and this in turn will

be another factor in developing and maintaining the excellent “esprit de corps” which is so

characteristic of our Korean church and [in] which enthusiastic zeal is no small factor in the

progress of our work. Mr. Laughlin who knows the influence of such work upon the work on the

mission field strongly endorses my plea and will gladly give some time to directing the Korean

evangelist. Why, in the erection of new buildings for the Chinese work, cannot one or two

rooms be provided as Korean headquarters? I am sure you will grant me the right to express my
judgment and to ask a serious consideration of it when I say that for the sake of the work in

Korea, for the encouragement of us missionaries and the leaders of the Korean church it is more

than worth while for the Board to take up this work.

With an earnest prayer in behalf of these people who are our spiritual children, dear to us,

whom we love and who love us with a rare love,

Sincerely yours in the Master’s work,

Samuel A. Moffett

P.S. If it is possible to secure action on this and that favorable action before the 20
lh
of August I

wish very much you would telegraph me at my expense that I may make arrangements with Mr.

Pang before I leave for Indiana. He will be free to begin work the 10
th
of September.

S.H.M.

(from microfilm #281, Vol. 236, #94)



Syen Chyun, Korea August 10, 1906 Carl E. Kearns

The Rev. Arthur J. Brown, D.D.

156 Fifth Avenue, New York

Dear Doctor Brown:

The church of North Pyeng An Province salutes you - twelve thousand strong. Considering that

it was only sixty-five hundred a year ago, that is not so bad. I take pleasure in sending you a copy of our

annual station report. I would suggest that it be sent to the supporters of Syen Chyun in lieu of a quarterly

letter. As you see, it is condensed and yet it gives a fair view of the years work. Really only those who
come to see our work can form an estimate of it, so what we write is not so informing after all. Here in

the north we feel that the public in America, possibly including the Board, has lost the perspective of the

Korea Mission. It is no wonder, for the work changes so rapidly that even those on the field have hardly

grasped the significance of the changes.

Since I have been in charge of the work of this station for a year I am probably qualified to draw

a few startling comparisons that will illustrate what I mean by changed perspective. In using the other

stations of the mission as a basis of comparison, please do not understand that I mean in any way to

disparage the work that they are doing. I merely wish to give what I conceive to be a correct balance to

the relative importance and urgency of different parts of the work. My comparisons are made in the best

of tempers and in a contemplative and observational tone of voice, like an unbiased, mechanical reporter

writing what he has seen. Please do not misunderstand my mental attitude.

The average person in America who knows anything about Korea knows of Seoul. When he

thinks of Korea he thinks of Seoul, when he gives he gives to Seoul, the average missionary talk, or letter

or study class begins with Seoul and maybe gets very little farther. I know that this statement is a little

broad, but in a general sense I think I can say that Seoul is better known than any other part of Korea and

more considered by the home church. Now as a matter of fact, you know that the center of the Korea

Mission moved to Pyeng Yang ten years ago, in fact over half the developed work of the Mission is in

Pyeng Yang, but America and the Mission hardly know it yet. Now suppose we take Pyeng Yang as a

fulcrum with Seoul and the south on one end of the teeter board and our little station of Syen Chyun on

the other and let us see which end is the heavier.

In extent of territory Syen Chyun station falls just a trifle behind the four southern stations, but in

developed native work Syen Chyun is now larger than the four stations of Seoul, Chongju, Taiku and

Fusan. Compare our report with theirs and you will see that this is true. I have had thirteen native helpers

under me the past year, any one of them handling with an occasional hint from me a larger work than the

work of Fusan station. Up to this year any one of them was handling as large a work as Taiku station, but

Taiku’s increase this year has changed that. In schools we have about double the number of schools and

double the number of pupils to be found in the four southern stations. We have only one hospital, but it is

doing the same amount of work that any of their hospitals are doing, not even excepting the expensive

Severance plant.

In comparison with other missions our southern stations may not be overmanned but compared

with northern Korea, the south is very much overmanned. The Mission was aware of this and tried to

withdraw from Fusan and work that little patch by a helper from Taiku four years ago, but that plan

miscarried and we still have two ordained men tied up there with work enough for about one Korean.

Taiku, with about as much work as two northern native helpers, is overstocked with four ordained men. I

don’t mean that the southern brethren are not working even harder than we but it is work to create work,

while ours is a desperate struggle to overtake work that is already four times too big for us and growing

all the time. Miss Chase said the other day that she used to think herself overworked in Fusan with thirty

women to care for and used to seriously consider appealing for another single lady to help. With Miss

Samuels she only has some 6000 women to look after up here and is probably too busy to think of calling

for help. That is about the boat all of us are in up north. It all depends on the point of view whether you

are busy or not. A Eui Ju ]
merchant said the other day, “Why, they have above twenty clergymen
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in Seoul looking after a much smaller church than we have in Eui Ju and no signs of a missionary”. They
even have two foreign pastors to each local church in Seoul, while up here 1 have been in charge of nearly

80 churches this year.

Decidedly, compared with the north, the south is overmanned. More than half the work of the

Mission is at the fulcrum, Pyeng Yang, and the one-fourth on the Syen Chyun end is considerably heavier

than the one-fourth on the Seoul-Chongju-Taiku-Fusan end; but the ordained men of the Mission are

distributed 14 in Pyeng Yang and Syen Chyun and sixteen in the south, and the total missionaries stands

24 for the northern three-fourths of the work to 44 for the southern one-fourth.

As you see, the workers are very unequally distributed, but the money is still more unequally

distributed. The ratio between the stations for distributing the Board

s annual grant to the Mission was unfortunately petrified years ago and remains unchanged in spite of

changes in the work. Ever since I have been in Korea the Board’s grant has been distributed about as

follows: - - Seoul 30%, Fusan 14%, Taiku 1 1%, Pyeng Yang 23%, Syen Chyun 9%, and the rest “mission

expenses” - i.e. used in Seoul “for the general work of the mission”. Last year we made strenuous

representations of the growth of the Syen Chyun work and asked for a more equitable distribution, but the

Mission was dead against us. I presume all we can say this year will be of no avail to change this fixed

ratio. I think you will admit that this is pretty tough on us. Because our forefathers decided that Syen

Chyun ought to get nine percent of the Mission’s funds we go on getting nine percent even after our work

has grown to more than 25% of the Mission’s work. Take Syen Chyun and Pyeng Yang combined and

here is three-fourths of the Mission’s work getting less than one-third of the appropriations.

You see it is necessary to use a great deal of money to create work for the surplus people in the

south, while up here work is all the time going undone that is created ready to hand without any expense.

For instance, it costs several thousand yen to build a school in Seoul and several thousand more each year

for running expenses and then you have to coax and pamper students to get them in. Up here both Syen

Chyun and Eui Ju are eager to build and equip and pay running expenses of schools without a cent of

expense to the Board, but there is no one to take charge of the schools and Eui Ju in desperation would

even be willing to import someone from America and maintain him liberally. By simply transferring the

person at the head of the Seoul school, all the expense of the Seoul school could be saved and there would

be a bigger and better school in the north overflowing with students eager to pay well for their instruction.

Mr. Severance has spent ¥ 50,000 for a hospital in Seoul and it costs ¥ 15,000 (¥2,300 Board money) per

year for expenses. The “Sharrocks Memorial Hospital”, as we call it in Syen Chyun, cost ¥5,000 to build

and ¥600 per year foreign funds to maintain (thanks to the aforesaid petrified method of distributing the

grant), yet considering all things, it is doing practically equal work and the Sharrocks hospital is purely

missionary with no taint of philanthropy in it. If Mr. Severance wants to do purely missionary work let

him detach one of the physicians from the Seoul hospital and put him in Eui Ju with ¥5000 for a plant and

about ¥800 for expenses and I will guarantee that the Eui Ju hospital will do practically the same work

that the Seoul hospital does now.

I know it is the immemorial policy of Mission boards to pour men and money into unproductive

fields and economize shamefully in handling the harvest, but I cannot refrain from saying that it looks to a

superficial observer like very poor agriculture. To expect less than half of the men of this mission to take

less than one-third of the money and handle more than three-fourths of the work is rather frivolous, to say

the least. We may all be financial geniuses up north and able to make a dollar go as far as a hundred

dollars ordinarily would, and we may all be great organizing ecclesiastical statesmen, able to swing

single-handed huge dioceses freshly carved out of heathenism, but I doubt it, and sooner or later will

come the limit of strain and the breaking point and disaster. The overwhelming tide that is pouring in

upon us here will soon get beyond our control unless the policy of the Mission is changed and we have a

redistribution of men and funds. I would rather postpone for a few years our battering at the southern

stone walls than have

a wildcat runaway church on our hands here in the north that will be a grand horrible example to the rest

of the world and an effectual damper on future work north or south. We have outgrown our present

distribution of men and money, but as yet neither the Mission nor the Board are fully conscious of it.
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And another thing, when you people in America think of the personnel of this Mission you are

apt to name certain men as outstanding figures. 1 doubt if the average person in America who is

interested in missions is at all aware that the man whose genius has really made the Korea Mission is Dr.

Moffett of Pyeng Yang. Mr. McKenzie of the London Mail is a widely traveled man and a close observer

of missions and I have his estimate of Moffett as he expressed himself a few days ago when he passed

through here. He regards Moffett as one of the great men of missions. I doubt whether there is anywhere

in the world so huge a work as the result of the ideas of one man. The rest of the men here in the north

are average men. We have no brilliant men like Underwood and Gale and Reynolds in the North, but our

average men have been content to accept Moffett’s leadership and to work along his plans and the result

has been glorious success in Pyeng Yang and Syen Chyun, i.e. Moffett’s sphere of influence. 1 have for

some time regarded him as the father of the Korean church, three-fourths of which is run on lines laid

down by him, and I imagine the other fourth would be more prosperous if his principles were followed.

Nevius is theory but Moffett is practice. Moffett is Nevius in action and projected into big things.

There are a few other things that might be said by way of blowing the northern horn and perhaps

some of the things I have said could have been better put some other way. As 1 said, you must come and

see the situation to realize it and if I have convexed the lenses unduly please remember that it has been in

order to straighten an image that I conceive to be rather badly distorted by the present spectacles. My
purpose is pacific, not polemic. I presume the Mission will wake up and get the proper focus on the

situation some day and meanwhile I feel no call to be a prophet so I shall not proclaim these radical views

very widely, but in spite of their apparent “radical-ness” they are views that I have been studying

carefully for four years now and with growing conviction that they ought to be expressed.

So far the danger line has not been crossed and it is a glorious report that we are bringing in this

year. I personally baptized 1027 people. I might have spent my lifetime in America without anything

like that. How can I have a single despondent thought?

Yours sincerely,

C.E. Kearns

The Whittemores arrived day before yesterday.

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 236, #97)



Chefoo, China August 11th, 1906 Rosetta S. Hall

My dear Mrs. Moffett,

Yesterday and today we who use the little Korea prayer calendar have been remembering

you and Dr. Moffett and James, and I thought I’d write to you a letter, too.

Sherwood [her son] and I left Pyeng Yang Mon. a.m. July 23rd, reaching Chefoo Wed.

eve July 25th. I think the friends had not heard from you before we left after you had reached

the U.S. 1 trust you had a happy home-coming and are enjoying your furlough. How happy your

father and mother are! But how hard it will be for them to let you return again. I know how that

was when I was home with my babies.

1 suppose you are seeing San Francisco spring up again [after the disastrous 1906

earthquake and fire]. Do you ever see anything of the McGills or Mrs. Sherman?

The Bunkers, Miss Wambold & Messrs Lee & Burdick came to Chefoo the steamer

before we did; Messrs Lee & Burdick left after one month, the others are yet here, and the

Reynolds came when we did, and Sunday the Junkins’ arrived.

Mr. Lee seemed improved, but he yet had to be very careful. I believe he planned going

with his family up the river after his return to Pyengyang.

Bowling Reynolds, as I think you know, came over here to school in Feb. and since they

have vacation the month of Aug. his family have come to spend it with him. The Junkins’ mean

to leave their boys here. Their new baby looks so well! It seems to me he is the most perfect

specimen of healthy babyhood I’ve seen in Korea.

I think both the Reynolds & the Junkins’ would have liked to send their children to our

Pyengyang school if they could have gotten board for them. Oh, 1 forgot to say, the Millers are

coming the next boat too, expecting to put their children in the school here. No doubt they’d

preferred P.Y. [Pyengyang], too.

Do you know, it makes me wish we might build up our P.Y. school better and provide for

our Korea children ourselves! This is a good school of course and a healthy place, but it is all

carried on with English text-books and Eng. Methods which are so different from ours.

We shall have to make some different arrangement anyhow even for our P.Y. children, as

thus far the teachers have not seemed strong enough for one teacher to do it all. The older
^

children really ought to be in school 3 hours now in the afternoons instead of 2, or at least 2Zi

hours, and the school year should extend to the middle of June at least. But our teachers thus far

don’t'seem to be able to stand it, and I don’t know that we can expect another to do any better.

The work is growing harder, anyhow, as the children become more advanced and new children

are added on. It seems to me we must try one of three things, either we missionaries must share

in the teaching as I suggested last year; or we must secure a young man teacher; or we must have

two lady teachers.

Of course, a young man would be the easier solution of the problem I suppose, and a

number are in favor of him and no one opposes, I think, only the majority seem to think we can’t

hope to secure one. But I’m not so skeptical. For my part, for a teacher I would much prefer a
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graduate of a State Normal School to any college graduate, unless he or she too had her regular
Normal training. And I believe if Dr. Moffett were to put in application to several of your°Cal
Normal Schools, or any of the State Normal Schools, (it would be safe to apply to several)
during this coming year, to the graduating class, I believe you could secure a young man. A man
so young perhaps that he would know he’d not stand a chance of getting a very good
principalship or other position, and who for the travel and the experience would be willing to
come to Korea for 3 yrs. at not very much higher salary than Miss Armstrong. Or suppose he
was given twice the salary - his board and other expenses would cost us only the same, and we
could well afford to pay him twice as much or even more if he would but do the work. 1 think it

worth trying!

If you find it can’t be done or if you think as I do, and several others, that we ought to be
making better provision for the future of our school, then try to secure donations (and we will all
help) toward building a good sized home, where two lady teachers (and later 3 or 4 perhaps)
could live and make both a home for themselves and for the children from outside stations to
board. Now that we have the R.R. I think this ought to be done. And we have as fine &
healthful a site in Pyengyang as anywhere and with the river we could have the swimming &
boating and other athletics they have at Chefoo, together with skating, etc. And if some of the
men would but teach them the sports and ball games they teach the Academy boys, or let them
have them together, I believe by the time your James is ready to enter school, if and before, we
will have a school worth having - a school that the Americans from both Japan & Chefoo will be
seeking for their children to enter rather than sending them to this English school!

For the sake of the sports and the discipline that must be observed in such a large school
as this, 1 have been contemplating having Sherwood enter here next Feb. But, as stated before, I

do not like their course. And since coming here find that their standards are so different that it

will put Sherwood so far back unless he drops his present work and prepares only for this, that I

question whether it will pay or work in his case - for he would have to continue the work either
in Canada or England, or else get graded back again when he comes to leave here. He is not so
quick as some and can’t adapt himself to the changes as a brighter student might without loss of
time.

I wish you would think about these things with me, and let me know the result. If you
think best to try for two teachers and a larger school at once, I suppose we could and only need
the new home as before suggested, but also school building. But I believe we could raise the
money for it — perhaps not all at once, but in ample time. Or, some arrangement might be made
with the Academy and our new School of Technology that the high school work might be done
in them.

Just as I left we had a school meeting in which we decided to have that Mr. Stiles that
visited P.Y. at the time of your farewell reception I think it was - or perhaps it was just before
that - the party the Lees gave when the Gilletts were visiting us - to have him help teach in the
Academy,, and also to have him help Miss Armstrong with the largest class through the coming
year. So it is possible we may find in him the man teacher we are seeking for the present,
though we fear his methods may be too ancient as he is 60 yrs old or so. However, it may give
us plenty of time to get the right teacher in the end. As I said before, give me a graduate from a
State Normal School every time before a college graduate for a teacher.

I expect you heard of the first Union Normal Class we held in P.Y. from June 20 to 30
this year - for both men & women. It was in charge of Messrs. Baird & Becker and Misses
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Snook & Robbins, aided by nearly all the missionaries. The morning sessions were held in the

Academy and the afternoon sessions in our Church. It was altogether a great success, 1 think

everyone felt.

Union seems to be the word here in China as well as in Korea. In the Union prayer

meeting here the other day 1 heard a C.M.S. [Church Missionary Society] man from Foochow

say his Mission were going to ask the Methodist & American Board [American Board of

Commissioners for Foreign Missions] to unite with them both in a Medical School and in a

Theological School ! In Peking all the missions even the S.P.G [Society for the Propagation of

the Gospel] have united in a fine Medical School. We must do this in Korea.

I have written Miss Rothweiler & Dr. Field in regard to the latter joining me in

Pyengyang medical work for women & children. 40% of the Christians I treated last year were

Presbyterian, and the number is increasing all the time. With Esther ill (by the way, she has been

in Chefoo since first of May and will likely stay till Oct.) and not much hope of recovery, we

must have another doctor in the work, and why not Dr. Field who has the language, and the

experience, and as I think we all feel, from now on our great work will not be so much seeing

how many patients we can treat, but teaching Koreans to become doctors & nurses; and since Dr.

Field is a teacher 1 think it would be so lovely to have her associate in the work. We have never

had anyone sent out to take the Flarris’s place yet, you know, and Dr. Cutler’s & my furlough

comes due the same time in another year.

But I must close. 1 wonder if you will get to Costile [?]. If so, remember me to the dear

friends there. Let me hear from you. Sherwood sends love to James.

Lovingly,

Rosetta S. Hall

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Madison, Indiana August 31, 1906 Samuel A. Moffett

Rev. A.W. Halsey, D.D.

156 Fifth Ave., New York City

Dear Dr. Halsey:

Your letter of August 10
th

in reply to mine to Dr. Brown reached me in San Rafael, Calif,
and was most gladly received. I had a talk with Mr. Pang before leaving California and 1 eagerly
await further word from you saying that the $468°°needed to inaugurate the Korea work has been
found. It will be a keen disappointment if anything prevents the beginning of work among our
Korean Christians in America and I hope to hear from you soon so that I may write to Mr. Pang
and to Mr. Laughlin that Mr. Pang may begin at once along the lines arranged with him before I

left California.

I delayed filling out the enclosed postal until arrival here as before that my plans were
not really settled. I expect to be here until November 1

st

after which I hope to be in Princeton
Seminary until February 1

st

.

With kindest regards and greetings,

Sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from microfilm #281, Vol. 236, #104)



New York, New York September 19, 1906 Arthur Judson Brown

The Rev. Samuel A. Moffett, D.D.

Madison, Indiana

My dear Dr. Moffett:-

On returning from my vacation I found your letter of August I
s

' and Dr. Halsey’s reply to

it. I need hardly tell you of my strong sympathy. It seems to me that your judgment regarding
the situation in the Hawaiian Islands is very wise. I could perhaps only emphasize the doubt
whether the Board would be able for financial reasons to undertake work there in any event. The
financial pressure is so tremendous for the maintenance of our existing work that the Board feels

obliged to be very cautious about adding new responsibilities. This consideration is intensified

in this case by the fact that the Hawaiian Islands have long been considered the special field of
sister evangelical churches. With the Congregational, Episcopal and Methodist churches all on
the field and willing and able to look after the Koreans there, I think that our Board would not

feel justified in entering such a field, especially when by doing so money would have to be taken
away from the work in Asia.

In San Francisco, however, the situation appears to be a little different. Dr. Halsey
informs me that he has not yet succeeded in getting the money for which he has appealed, but he
is trying to get it and hopes that something can be secured. There are so many appeals before the

churches just now that the Board has to be pretty cautious about adding to the number. Every
dollar of the anticipated income for this year has been pledged in the regular grants and there is a

debt of $1 10,000 besides, so that we are in trouble, but there are one or two individuals

concerning whom we have hopes.

I am eager to see you and to have a good long talk with you. I understand from your
brother that you expect to be in Princeton after a little. Of course then you can run over to New
York and see us. It will be good to welcome you.

Affectionately yours,

A.J. Brown

(from the Presbyterian Historical Society microfilm reel#283, Vol. 242 (part 3), letter #46)



New York, New York September 27, 1906 Arthur Judson Brown

The Rev. S.A. Moffett, D.D.

Madison, Indiana

My dear Dr. Moffett:

Congratulations on your election as Moderator of [New Albany] Presbytery. It is an
honor well deserved. I wish the Synod would honor itself by choosing you to preside over its

deliberations.

Dr. Halsey and Dr. Bradt are in charge of the Synodical arrangements in Indiana and 1

think Dr. Halsey is to be there himself. He is now in Wisconsin, but I will consult him on his
return next week. I am sure that he will be delighted to know that Dr. Gale and you are both to

be there.

I note your suggestion about the Koreans and the Home Board. When Dr. Halsey left he
had strong hopes of a gift from a lady who had been approached, but thus far nothing has been
received. As soon as he comes back, which will be the latter part of next week, he will take up
the matter at once. I share your anxiety.

You will receive a letter from Mr. James Reynolds, Chairman of the Committee on
Oriental Immigration, of the Immigration Conference of the United States, asking you for a

report to the Committee on the Koreans of the Hawaiian Islands and California. I am a member
of the Committee and suggested this. Mr. Reynolds will doubtless tell you that the Committee
will pay any expenses involved. We are studying the question of Korean immigration, and are
very desirous of having the information that you can throw upon it.

Cordially yours,

A.J. Brown

(from the Presbyterian Historical Society microfilm reel#283, Vol 242 (part 3), letter #56)



New York, New York October 1 1, 1906 Arthur Judson Brown

To the Korea Mission,

Dear Friends:-

I am now happy to announce that Mr. Edward S. Harkness of the Madison Avenue
Church ofNew York has given the S500 gold to complete the residence at Chai Ryong and it was
appropriated for this purpose at the meeting of the Board the 2

nd
instant. It is a great relief to us

and I am sure a very much greater relief to Dr. Whiting and his associates at Chai Ryong.

By the time this reaches the field I presume Mr. and Mrs. Hunt will be with you. Their
marriage September 29 ,h

brings into your Mission circle a lady who as I have already written to
you has fine qualifications for missionary service. I have known the family for years. A very
large circle of warm friends follow her to Korea.

Some time ago I wrote to Major [General] MacArthur of the United States Army [father
of General Douglas MacArthur], asking him if he would kindly write me his opinion of our
missionary work in Korea, as he had opportunity to see it. He has replied in the following letter:

“Dear Dr. Brown:-

Upon my return to San Francisco, after a long absence, I find your note of
November 10

lh

, 1905, in which reference is made to my visit to the Severance
Hospital in Seoul. I hasten to acknowledge the same as it affords me an
opportunity to express in a formal manner the warmest appreciation of the
splendid work the missionaries are doing in the hospital, and the great satisfaction
that should accrue to all who are concerned in the creation of such an admirable
institution. My recollection is that the hospital needs just a little more financial
support to make it a perfect establishment, in which connection I recommend it

for the most generous consideration. In a very extended tour of the entire East I

found no institution doing more beneficent work than the Severance Hospital in

Seoul.

I desire further to speak in the highest terms of commendation of the
missionary work I saw elsewhere in Korea, especially in Pyeng Yang, where a
devoted and intelligent body of Presbyterian missionaries are doing the most
admirable work and diffusing a general tone of Christianity and civilization

throughout an extensive region; such work is certainly deserving of the most
cordial and generous support.”

Very respectfully,

Arthur MacArthur [General, U.S. Army]

I need hardly state that we are going to spread this letter all over the country. With
cordial regards to all the members of the Mission, I remain,

Sincerely yours,

Arthur J. Brown

(from Presbyterian Historical Society microfilm roll #283, Vol. #242 (part 3), letter#58)



New York, New York October 13, 1906 Arthur Judson Brown

The Rev. Samuel A. Moffett, D.D.

Madison, Indiana

My dear Dr. Moffett:-

I am sorry to say that the money for the Koreans in San Francisco has not yet developed.

We have to appeal so much for objects that it is not always easy to add an additional one. We
have a lady in mind now from whom we hope something, but there is nothing more tangible than

a hope.

It is agreed here that the Board gives you authority to raise this money as an extra if you

can do so among any of your friends or the friends of Korea, taking care, of course, not to divert

sums that would otherwise come to the Treasury of the Board. Don’t you know of someone to

whom you could write? We are anxious with you to get the matter settled as quickly as possible,

but with every dollar of the anticipated income of the year pledged in the regular grants and a

debt of nearly $1 1 1,000, the Board has to move cautiously unless the funds are in hand.

Cordially yours,

Arthur J. Brown

(from the Presbyterian Historical Society microfilm reel #283, Volume 242 (part 3), letter #59)



Chai Ryung, Korea October 15, 1906 Harry C. Whiting

My Dear Dr. Brown:

Your letter of August 8
th

I found here when I came down last week to complete our moving.
Mrs. Whiting and Harriette came down from Pyeng Yang on Friday with me. Mr. Koons’ wife and
daughter are due tomorrow. Mr. Sharp was here Saturday enroute to his district so you see we will

all be at work soon.

There is so much to write that I hardly know where to begin. Dr. Howard Agnew Johnston’s
visit was a very great blessing. Aside from the good he did to the Mission - both Koreans and
Missionaries, I feel that personally I was greatly privileged in being in Dr. Vinton’s home with him,
his wife and Mary. The daily helpfulness of his presence was appreciated. Others will or have
written of their impressions of the Annual Meeting of 1906, so that I shall only touch on a few
points. It was a financial meeting. From now on if the schemes worked out are followed the

adjustments of the general grant will be simpler and more just. To illustrate, the medical funds are to

be distributed on a percent basis - vis., foreign hospitals 20% each, native hospital plants 15%.
Heretofore there has been a general grab. There was also another matter brought out in relation to

the reports of medical work, each Station reporting in a uniform way - special noting [of] the money
received from Board fees - Foreign or Korean - gifts foreign or Korean, the object being to put all on
a common plain. There [has been] no justice in those practicing where there are many foreigners

receiving gifts which the country missionary does not have and therefore making a discrimination

which I believe the Board never has permitted. There was manifested a desire on the part of all to

have the hospitals self-supporting at the earliest possible date. The question of funding was
thoroughly gone over and the following scheme adopted. The recommendation involves three

periods of furloughs - the first after 4 years on the field (6 months in America, the missionary paying

expenses one way, salary beginning the date of return trip); the second after 6 years on the field (8

months in America, missionary paying lA traveling expenses, salary beginning on the date of return

trip); the third at the end of 8 years on the field with a 12-month furlough. Beside the desire to have
a more elastic plan so that those who really need the rest can go home with the consent of the

Mission without being subjected to a physician’s certificate (which no one would like to go to

America with as it brands him as an invalid), there was the desire to shorten the period off the field

of even the 8 year furloughs. 14 months is too long.

Personally I worked hard to get this plan through because I have watched with a good deal of

apprehension some of our missionaries. In Dr. Moffett’s case, he managed to stave off a complete

collapse but I believe it would have been far wiser if he could have gone home two years ago. Mr.

Blair and Mr. Lee are working beyond their strength and may have to take advantage of one of these

schemes. The first four years are crucial. And if there is no prospect of furlough until 8 years have

elapsed, the new missionary loses hope of relief and gives up the fight. From the medical standpoint

this scheme seems ideal with but one drawback and that is that some who might most need the

change will not be able to pay either Zi or !4 the traveling expenses. In a recent letter from Rev.

Henry Sloane Coffin he writes of having secured and sent in money for our well and also has

promises for the drugs and house. Mr. Hunt does not seem to have met with success in securing a

house. A letter came from him today. We want to be in the spirit of those who are willing to wait

without murmurings or complaint. I realize as never before the needs of all fields, so that I do not

ever again want to press our work here unduly. Thank you for your kind letter.

Yours sincerely,

Harry C. Whiting

(from microfilm #281, Vol. 236, #120)



Pyengyang, Korea October 16, 1906 J. Hunter Wells

DEDICATION OF THE CAROLINE LADD HOSPITAL
PYENG YANG, KOREA

October 15, 1906

Nearly twelve years ago the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church sent a

doctor to Pyeng Yang, Korea. For a year or so before that, missionaries had visited the place and

remained for a few weeks at a time. Some 100 professing Christians were the total enrollment. With
the coming of the doctor permanent occupation was possible for even as he arrived the country was
ravaged by cholera so it was unsafe for missionaries or anyone else to live so far from aid. The first

year the doctor was supposed not to do any medical work but to spend his best efforts in acquiring

the language. No appropriation was thus made for medical work either by the Board or the Missions.

Sick people, however, took no such view and as soon as it was known that a foreign doctor was in

the country, crowds came for aid. We borrowed about $70, secured a small shack of low rooms and

commenced seeing urgent cases. A man with gangrene of the arm came under that class and

amputation saved his life. One blind with cataracts for some nine years was operated on and sight

restored. Some severe fevers treated, and so it went on. In a few months several thousand patients

had been seen and the whole surrounding country knew that “things undreamed of in medical and

surgical science in Asia” were daily done in Pyeng Yang. After a year or so we secured some $1500

from America and built a little hospital and dispensary. For seven years we held forth there at a cost

to the church in America of about $350 a year, which sum also included all medical supplies for

missionaries. About 80,000 different persons crossed the threshold of the little hospital and nearly

wearing the thick steps out, and the location being urgently needed for a Girls’ school we appealed

for money to build a larger and better hospital. Mrs. Caroline A. Ladd of Portland, Oregon nobly

responded, and giving $7000 through the North Pacific Board [one of the Presbyterian Women’s
Boards], enabled us to erect the hospital which her friends insisted on calling after her. The old

hospital made a splendid beginning for a Girls’ Boarding School so every stick was conserved for the

rapidly growing needs of the work here. The new building consists of a fine dispensary - two wings,

one in native, and one in foreign style - wards for some 25 patients, houses for the superintendent,

rooms for students and for persons coming with sick, laundry and other parts, so complete that

though small, it is the most complete hospital plant in Korea and this notwithstanding we had to “cut

out” one building - an isolation ward - for lack of funds. The equipment is fairly complete, though,

as always in hospitals, there is much to be desired which we have not got.

The erection of the hospital has been under charge of Mr. Lee [Rev. Graham Lee] who has

had charge of all building in the station. As to its success as a building I quote from the station report

to the Board and Mission just published. “The station can now point to its hospital with pride. It

occupies a fine site on a public highway and is built in such a way as to be of commanding

appearance.”

For the dedication of this plant, whose previous existence as an institution under another

roof, has seen the growth of the work so that in the territory where 12 years ago it ministered to the

sick, has now two other stations and doctors in them, then less than 100 Christians, now 3 1,842

adherents in the same territory. In all this district, patients from every section have come in the past

twelve years to Pyeng Yang, and how much influence the hospital has had in the growth no human

being knows. It has been the main exponent of Christian charity and the strongest illustration of “by

their works” - The dedication was held on Oct. 15, 1906, and some 1200 people assembled to take

part. Rev. Mr. Noble, of the Methodist Mission made the opening prayer. Four well known Koreans

spoke well on necessity of supporting the hospital. One a graduate of the medical class spoke for the

medical college department, one spoke for the evangelistic phase. Mr. Lee made the dedicatory

prayer and after refreshments, the assemblage dispersed. It was a happy occasion and many spoke of

its enjoyable features. Financially the hospital now - as forsooth it must - flies with its own wings.
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large missionary station of this size should have for the families and children for medical necessities.
What a blessing ifwe had but S500 a year from America for true charity for the Koreans! It costs a
little over $1500 a year to run it, and most all of this must come from the Koreans, and is comine.

'

but how fine it would be ifwe could aid them just a little, and so do more strictly charity work.

’

Such in brief is the Caroline A. Ladd hospital dedicated to the service ofGod on October 15,
1906. The number of patients is nearly a thousand a month and the daily ministration to the sick, the
sorrowing and the very poor is, as you all know, the most potent, the most powerful and the most
sincere form of missionary labor.

May the doctor in charge and all who have to do with it in any way be reflexly blessed as
they bless those with whom they come in contact!

J. Hunter Wells, M.D.

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 236, #80)



Madison, Indiana October 17, 1906 Alice F. Moffett

Dear Father and Mother,

There is much to write but so little time for it that I must wait to tell you many things.
Last week I went to Indianapolis and from there to Anderson to attend the Synodical meeting
where I was to speak. Enjoyed it all thoroughly. Returning to Indianapolis I was entertained in
the home of Mrs. Day, the mother of the new Treasurer of the Foreign Board. We expect to
leave here the 23rd for Peoria, Illinois, spend three days with brother, Will, and go on to Chicago
to stay till the 30th or 31st. So probably we shall reach San Rafael by Saturday, November 2nd.
I received the packages, Mother, - thank you for sending them.

Jamie boy is well but a little cross at times because the lower molars are coming through.
He says ball, bell, boy, boat, bad, hat, hot, wah (water) mama, papa, baby bah (bottle) and tries
many other words. The consonant sounds of these words are not all clear but what matter if we
understand them! He has great times with Kitty in the yard and now and then Kim-si has great
times chasing Baby down the side walk.

I bought a jacket suit for myself for $16.50 and one for Kim-si for $7.50. I should like to
stay here longer or go to Princeton with Sam, - how to stand it all winter without him I don’t
know.

Time for letter-writing has passed. A heart full of love to you both from all three of us.

Your loving,

Alice

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Madison, Indiana October 22, 1906 Samuel A. Moffett

Rev. A.J. Brown, D.D.

156 Fifth Avenue, New York

Dear Dr. Brown:

Your last letter concerning funds for work among the Koreans in California was a keen
disappointment. Previous letters led me to believe the work would be undertaken and I had written
to the Koreans in that expectation. They will feel it very keenly that our Church neglects them and
for the first time in my history with the Koreans I find myself in the position of writing them what
lacks the note of encouragement and hopefulness.

I have just received a letter from them telling me that the Methodists were perfecting their

plans for work among the Koreans and urging the immediate beginning of our work. I feel that the
message I have for the Church at home comes with greater power and accomplishes more in the end
when not accompanied by a plea for a contribution at the time for some specific item in the work in

which I have a personal interest, but aside from that I should not be able to raise the amount needed
in time to take advantage of our present opportunity. I know not where I can secure the money
needed but I am willing to give $100 of my own money for it if that will secure an additional

appropriation from the Board for the inauguration of the work.

If however the Foreign Board cannot undertake this then I would urge the turning of this

work over to the Home Mission Board which I understand is in position to take it up.

I shall delay writing Mr. Pang and the Koreans in California until I hear once more from you.

I am to speak in Peoria, Illinois this week, in Chicago and at McCormick Seminary next
week before going East. I shall be back here again and letters will still reach me here.

Sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 236, #124)



Minneapolis, Minnesota

Dear Cousin Alice: [Mrs. S.A. Moffett]

Oct. 24, 1906 Emma H. Paige

The rain is beating against our east windows. Howe has gone out to the Public Library, the

path to which we frequent often. Jamie [brother of Emma Paige] did not come over to dinner tonight

but remained for his night’s lecture. Mabeth is putting Elizabeth to bed and I can hear her little treble

voice. She goes to kindergarten since October 1st but is staying at home because she has had two
heavy colds, one following the other. In spite of this she is the picture of health being 5 lbs. heavier

than when you were here. Oct. 16th she was 4 years old and had two dolls given her whose clothes

may be taken off and on. I only fixed her little hood for winter wear. It worries me because she has

too many “things”. Father [Rev. James Alexander Paige] seems just as well as when you were here.

We purchased the wheel chair .

Now I have accounted for all the family except Mary & Lina [?]. The latter is away on her

vacation of two weeks with permission to extend this two to four. We are glad the two weeks are up

today. We have a young substitute but we miss Lina sadly. I am sorry I have been so negligent

about writing. I almost fear you may have left Madison but this will reach you somewhere. Cousin

Martha [Alice Fish Moffett’s mother] should have a letter also - & must have very soon.

Have you found your blue suit just what you desired? I hope we did not purchase it too

hastily. How were the two meetings? I wish I knew more of your doings. How is Cousin Sam,
Jamie & Kim-si? I have seen Mrs. Oakley twice since you left, also Mrs. Leek & George. He is a

fine little boy.

Now I am going to find out what Swift meant by his satire, Gulliver's Travels
,
or unravel it

further.

May you have a safe journey home!

Love to you all from

Cousin Emma [Paige]

This letter sent to Alice at Madison, Indiana and forwarded from there % Rev. William Covert,

Chicago, Illinois.

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



New York, New York November 7, 1906 Arthur Judson Brown

The Rev. Samuel A. Moffett, D.D.

New York

My dear Dr. Moffett:-

At the meeting of the Board the 5
th

instant the following action was taken:

“An appropriation of $221.00 was made for the salary of a Korean helper and for other

expenses incident to work among the Koreans in California from November 10
th

to the end of the

fiscal year, the work and expenditure to be under the direction of the Rev. J.H. Laughlin. The

total cost of the helper and the work shall not exceed $50 per month and that the Koreans

themselves are to furnish $1 1.00 of this amount, the Board guaranteeing the remaining $39.00.”

As we talked this matter over, I simply give you this for your convenience that you may

have it in writing.

Cordially yours,

A.J. Brown

(from the Presbyterian Historical Society microfilm reel #283, Vol. #242 (part 3), letter #61)



New York, New York November 8, 1906 Arthur Judson Brown

To the Korea Mission,

Dear Friends:-

Mrs. J.C. Blair ofNew York has sent us $100 gold toward the new hospital at Taiku. By
the terms of our agreement with Miss Mary H. Wright, we cannot use any money but her own in

the building proper, but it has occurred to us that this gift could be used to good advantage in

furnishing the Hospital and at the meeting of the Board the 5
th

instant it was appropriated for this

purpose.

We have not yet received any action of the Mission or its Executive Committee regarding

the return of Dr. and Mrs. Underwood. The letters from Dr. and Mrs. Underwood indicate that

he has been very ill and that he is still ill in France. There does not seem to be any question

about the facts of the case, but the Board does not like to take formal action until it has the

official Mission action. If one was sent it must have been lost en route and in that event I hope
that the one that sent it will forward a duplicate.

We have Miss Barrett’s letter of October 10
th
enclosing a letter of October 6

th
to Mr. John

H. Converse of Philadelphia, regarding the Girls’ Boarding School and giving a very interesting

account of it. She states, however, that a furnace that was ordered last March or April has not

been received and that there has been no answer to the letter regarding it. Inquiry in the

Treasurer’s Office elicits the information that no such order was received there, nor was any such

order sent to me. Perhaps the furnace was ordered of some parties outside of the Board, but if so,

Miss Barrett does not state whom they were. We can only conjecture that the letter must have

been lost in connection with the catastrophe in San Francisco April 28 th
. I suggest that Miss

Barrett or whoever gave the order send a duplicate to the Treasurer of the Board immediately in

order that no further time may be lost. Mr. Day [Board Treasurer] says that he has just received

an order for the Boys’ School, but none for the Girls’.

The Woman’s Society of Los Angeles Presbytery has paid in a further sum of $1490.95

gold toward the Mary T. Miner residence at Taiku, this amount being a further pledge toward the

pledge of that Society to provide $3000 for this purpose. This sum was appropriated the 5
th

instant. You will recall that $600.73 were appropriated Sept. 17
th
so that the total appropriated to

date is $2,091.68.

You will appreciate our deep sorrow over the sudden and unexpected return to this

country of the Rev. William M. Barrett on account of ill-health. We have received Dr. W.O.
Johnson’s certificate of October 9

th and his explanatory letter of the same date, setting forth the

fact that the return was agreed upon by consultation of physicians at the close of the Annual

Meeting. The facts stated justify all too clearly and painfully the necessity of the step and the

Board at the meeting already referred to approved his return and made the necessary

appropriation for travelling expenses. We sympathize very deeply with Mr. and Mrs. Barrett and

we most earnestly hope and pray that God will restore them both to health. We feel keenly too

the added burdens that are brought upon the other brethren of the Taiku station.

We have also received Mr. McFarland’s letter of October 12
th and Mr. Barrett’s letter of

October 5
th
as Secretary of the Taiku station enclosing Dr. C.H. Irvin’s letter to Mr. Barrett of

September 28 th
regarding the return to this country of Mrs. McFarland. The matter was referred
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to in my letter to the Mission of September 22 nd
. I need only acknowledge the receipt of these

letters. We do not raise any question as to the necessity for her return, but we think it very
desirable that wherever possible, the orderly course prescribed by the rules of the Board should
be followed in all cases of missionaries who return to this country.

Dr. Gale and Dr. Moffett are both in the office today and I am having a delightful
conference with them. It is good to see them; and to hear their joyful account of the wonder-
working of God in Korea is a tonic to faith.

You will be rejoiced to know that a lady who does not wish her name to be given, who
calls herself simply a friend of Missions, has pledged Dr. Moffett $5000 for a Theological
Seminary building at Pyeng Yang and has paid in $1000 of this amount. I have just had the joy
of cabling this to Dr. Lee, so that he might be able to begin plans at once. We understand that the
$1000 gold already in hand will suffice to cover the immediately necessary operations and we
trust that by the time the seminary is ready for further expenditures, further payments will be
made.

Dr. Moffett has made a special study of the Koreans in California and in accordance with
his strong recommendation the Board has taken the following action:

An appropriation of $28 1 .00 dollars was made for the salary of a Korean helper and for
other expenses incident to work among the Koreans in California from Nov. 1

0

th
to the end of the

fiscal year, the work and expenditure to be under the direction of the Rev. J.H. Laughlin. The
total cost of the helper and work shall not exceed $50 per month and the Koreans themselves are
to furnish $1 1 of this amount, the Board guaranteeing the remaining $39.00.”

With warm regards to all the members of the Mission, I remain, as ever,

Affectionately yours,

A.J. Brown

(from Presbyterian Historical Society microfilm reel #283, Vol. 242, (part 3), letter #63)



Princeton, New Jersey November 26, 1906 Samuel A. Moffett
Princeton Theological Seminary

209 Hodge Hall

Rev. A.J. Brown, D.D.

156 Fifth Avenue

New York

Dear Dr. Brown:

Some ten days or so ago I met Mr. Tooker of Orange [New Jersey] at the seminary

reception here. Naturally our conversation turned upon the work of the station at Chai Ryeng

and Mr. Tooker asked quite a little about Dr. Whiting and his work and I spoke of his great need

of a dispensary. He then asked me how much would be needed to provide him with a dispensary

and I replied that if he had a thousand dollars I was sure that he could put up a building which

would answer the most urgent immediate needs and which could be so built that it would form

part of a permanent hospital plant when he was ready to go ahead with plans for that. Nothing

further was said at that time but yesterday I was in Orange speaking in the Brick Church and was

Mr. Tooker’s guest in his home. Yesterday evening or this morning he quietly asked - When
would you like to have the money for that dispensary? - to which I replied that if Dr. Whiting

could have the money at his disposal at once he would be able to plan to great advantage. Mr.

Tooker then said that he could give a check for the amount at any time and I suggested that he

send it to the Board. You will probably receive a check from him within a few days - and 1 write

this to acquaint you with the situation and because I am so thankful that Dr. Whiting is to be

provided with what I am sure is just what he wants - a simple but well-adapted medical plant

which will meet all his requirements for two or three years during the establishment of the

station and its various departments of work. The situation is not so urgent that there will be any

reason for cabling but I hope that as soon as the money is received Dr. Whiting will be written

to, saying that the money is available. He will then be able to secure material this winter and

build in the early spring.

I expect to be in the Board rooms on Friday and on Saturday and hope to see you for a

few moments at that time.

Yours very sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 236, #146)



Syen Chyun, Korea November 26, 1906 Herbert E. Blair

To Dr. Arthur J. Brown:

The Mission very generously voted to approve a plan to try reducing traveling expenses in

connection with the Kang Kai work by means of the use of a motor boat on the Yalu River. The
present cost of a trip from Sen Chun or any point on the railroad to Kang Kai by pack pony is

approximately ¥130°° for the round trip. This was actually what Mr. Bemheisel charged the

itineration accounts of Pyeng Yang and Sen Chun to pay for his trip last Spring. My expenses were

greater for I visited all the groups. If a station is to be opened at Kang Kai at least five people should

be stationed there. At least three of them would be supposed to attend Annual Meetings at Mission

expense. This would make ¥390 out of the Mission running expenses besides ¥260 out of private

funds, for it would be impossible to have women there alone as a rule.

But this is figuring at the lowest possible rate. Women cannot easily make such trips on horses and

the cost of chair coolies would run the bill for a single trip to Annual Meeting up at least ¥200 more.

I presume the result would be inability to attend Annual Meetings. If a station is not opened at Kang

Kai someone is going to have to care for the work from Sen Chun for a good many years to come.

The distance is so great that a man cannot afford to do half the work in the Spring and half in the Fall

simply because mortal man is not constituted with a constitution capable of putting him over all those

high mountain passes so many times in a year. Many of them it is utterly impossible to ride over

even on the hardy little Korean horses here. The shortest possible trip, accomplishing all the

necessary work at present means ten weeks away from Sen Chun. The trip I am now planning is

scheduled to get me back to Sen Chun in 98 days after leaving. I spent 107 days out last Spring on

the same trip. My own feeling is that that is too long for a man to be away alone in inaccessible

regions. It is too far to be able to make two trips and it takes an unsafe length of time to do the work

in one trip. The question has very naturally arisen as to the possibility of using a boat on the Yalu to

solve the problem. I am not absolutely certain our first attempt at a boat will solve the problem. I am
not absolutely assured that it will be found profitable to use a boat if we do not open a station at

Kang Kai. A station at K.K. will make a boat of some kind an imperative necessity. I am afraid of

the boat business because I know it is no automatic fairy dream, but will require patience, skill, and

may involve accidents and quite an expenditure of time and money with possible failure in the end.

Facing this possibility I made a trip down the Yalu River on a lumber raft from our Tung

Kang group which is on the Yalu 1 100 li above Wi Ju to Wi Ju. I found some 10 quite powerful

rapids in the river. As far up as I saw the river, a point about 800 miles from Wi Ju it was still a large

river some 300 feet wide and navigable for Chinese and Korean salt boats which draw about 2 feet of

water. Like all Korean rivers it is made up of what might be called lakes which are very deep, slow

current, and often 500 feet wide -and rapids where the water is shallow and rushes down rapidly over

the shallow bed - always solid rock. I kept count with my watch for 100 miles (English) and found

that the average rate was approximately 20 li or 6 miles per hour made by a raft of lumber floating

dead weight in the current. I therefore calculate that the water going down some of the rapids must

flow about 10 or 12 miles per hour. Between the rapids the current probably falls in places to 2 miles

or 1 Vi miles per hour. There are more stretches of slow water than of rapid water fortunately. Now
my only question about the profitableness of a boat is raised in connection with these rapids. I have

seen Chinese junks drawing 2 feet of water plow right up the worst of the rapids when the wind was

proper to their sails full value. I therefore feel that a motor boat ought to be able to do as well.

Besides this there is not a place on the Yalu where boats cannot be conveniently towed. I therefore

reason that if great heavily-laden Chinese junks can be sailed or towed up these rapids a properly

constructed motor boat ought to be able to make most of the rapids at good speed and could be easily

helped over the worst rapids by towing, at which the Korean is expert, without much loss of time.

We have Christians living right on the river bank at all the points where at present it would be

desirable to leave the boat, and they would be glad to shelter it during the times the user would be

further inland if it should be used in itineration. Nine of our smaller, newer groups are right on the
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Yalu and Mr. Kearns has three or four groups on the Yalu this side of where my work begins. But I

have most in mind the use of the boat by a station at Kang Kai in which case the boat could be taken
right to the houses on the station sight. For I am going to send you a map showing how the Tons Nai
river which is a branch of the Yalu flows solid against the walls of Kang Kai city. Dr. Sharrocks in a
printed report states that this branch is 200 feet wide and 8 feet deep in front of Kang Kai city. I

have seen that there are also rapids on this branch of the Yalu but I do not doubt a boat could go clear

to the West Gate of Kang Kai City from the wharf at Wi Ju.

It ought to take not more than 4 or 5 days to make the trip up in a boat. The trip down with
good water could be made in two days. This would be time when study and plans of work could be
made. It would be a pleasant restful trip. Comparing it with the hard muscular grind of 10 days at

least over the mountains from Kang Kai to Sen Chun, it seems to me there can be no question as to

the duty we have to try to use it. I was therefore greatly delighted with the Mission’s approval. I had
presented the request for permission to try to get a boat which I presumed would have to be Mission

property. Older members felt that I would be better able to solve the problem if the boat should

become my own property. This was more than I had hoped or dared to ask. In fact it was done
largely as a safeguard to the running expenses of the mission. They simply wanted that I should be

sure to have sufficient money to carry out the plan without drawing upon the Mission treasury. I

hope the whole project may meet the approval of the Board.

I believe that no boat made by the motor boat companies of the U.S.A. exactly meets the

needs as to what we must have here. The boat must hold 7 or 8 passengers and be able to carry

baggage besides. It must so have its screw propeller shielded or nested up under the rear of the boat

as to protect it in case of contact with the rock bottoms of the rapids. It must have a flat or rather

wide prow and bottom. It must not draw over 15 inches of water and must be light enough so men
can carry it from the water to houses for protection in times when it must be left alone. I have been

examining catalogues of the principal motor boat firms in America and I gather that a boat between

20 & 25 feet long carrying 8 passengers and baggage, weighing about one ton can be gotten for about

$600 plus $200 freight, making a total of $800 as an estimate. If there were reliable ship builders

here I should prefer having only the motor from America. Possibly that might be best anyway. But

neither the Japanese or Chinese sail boat exactly meets the needs, they are too clumsy. You can see I

am not wanting a large launch like the Dorothy on the African coast costing hundreds of dollars each

year to run as I hear that boat has cost. I am wanting a little boat to save valuable time and strength

and I believe, hundreds of dollars to the Mission.

I wish, therefore, you would refer this matter to anyone you feel might be interested in

helping me get such a boat. If you have someone well experienced in motor boat matters to whom
you can refer me I should like to get all information possible. If you know of any giver you would be

willing for me to write to on the subject I wish you would let me have the opportunity. I wish Kang
Kai were nearer the rest of the world but it is not and God has seen fit to give us a thousand Christian

brethren there to care for and I believe a boat would help us in so doing.

Yours respectfully,

Herbert E. Blair

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 236, #147)



Syen Chyun, Korea November 26, 1906 Herbert E. Blair

KANG KAI- KOREA

Away beyond Pyeng Yang where the eyes of the Church have been so gladly turned,

beyond Syen Chyun where Mr. Kearns baptized over one thousand Christians last year, away to

the North over two hundred and fifty miles with mountains all about - two beautiful rivers at its

feet, is the city of Kang Kai. The city is strongly fortified by great walls and picturesque city

gates. All about, the mountains and the rivers and forests of pine trees form a landscape of rare

beauty.

In 1901 a young man from Kang Kai City named Lee went to Pyeng Yang and became a

Christian. Returning home he soon became the center of a large group. Though it has been only
five years ago the Kang Kai Church now has between three and four hundred Christians

enrolled. In the meantime in the district round about, twenty other groups have started. A
thousand Christians now are to be found where in 1901 we had no groups at all. The whole
country round about Kang Kai seems ready to believe if the work started is faithfully cared for.

For four years now, the Korean Mission has been trying to get men and money ready to

open a station at Kang Kai. It is over two hundred miles inland from any mission station. There
are plenty of people to justify a station. The Christians there are so isolated that they cannot well

absorb the spirit of the church from the older Christian communities at Syen Chyun or Pyeng
Yang and unless they are carefully taught are in danger of getting low and imperfect views of the

Gospel, and thus of becoming a menace. The command of Jesus to Peter after the resurrection

was meant for us and these Kang Kai Christians. “Feed my sheep.” What should it mean to the

Christian church in America that one thousand new Christians in a distant comer of Korea are

calling for someone to come and guide them aright? Each year bands of these hardy

mountaineers make trips to Syen Chyun and Pyeng Yang over the great mountains and through

the winter snows to attend the Bible classes so they may go back and teach their brethren. But
there are about five hundred Christian women in the Kang Kai district who have no way of

getting in touch with what Christianity is doing for their sisters in the older Christian

communities. The call for help is doubly important, first because we must obey God’s command
and feed with the true Gospel message the one thousand Christians of Kang Kai and second
because there are people for over one hundred miles in every direction from Kang Kai who still

have not received the Gospel and could best be reached from there.

We need seven thousand dollars to open the station and approximately two thousand

dollars yearly for running expenses. Trusting that He who sent His Spirit to save those one

thousand brethren from heathen darkness can also cause men to give money to care for them if

we but do our part in publishing the great need, we lay this matter before the Church and ask for

help. Anyone desiring to help meet this opportunity of service and desiring a more detailed

account of the facts will be gladly supplied with the particulars. Apply to the Board of Foreign

Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., 156 Fifth Avenue, New York City.

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 236, #148)



Syen Chyun, Korea November 26, 1906 Herbert E. Blair

A WONDERFUL PRIVILEGE

One at home can scarcely imagine the joy that missionaries in Korea are constantly
finding in the ever new and surprising ways in which God is multiplying his blessings to the

young Korean Church. It is always a joy to meet new believers, but when they come in great

numbers it is almost overwhelming.

Song Chinsu [o^!t] and his wife were flour sifter merchants who lived at Kang Kai
City. They both became Christians and as they traveled over the country together they preached.
She seems to have been a better preacher than he was. One of their journeys took them to the

beautiful Tung Kang valley where there are numerous villages all huddled together in the

extreme northwest comer of all Korea where the Yalu river comes in from the east and flows
southwest toward the Yellow Sea. Remaining in this valley some weeks they found several

sympathetic listeners. Gradually they got them to decide to become out and out Christians. So
at the next Bible class held in Kang Kai three of these Tung Kang valley people went to meet the

foreign missionary and asked for admission to the church. This was in the fall of 1904, just two
years ago. After that, because the Kang Kai region is so far away from Syen Chyun, Kang Kai
was not visited for a year and a half but the missionary who visited there last Spring (1906)
decided to go on and visit this Tung Kang valley group also.

The first surprise was to find, as the valley was approached, so many people living there.

Then the Helper for the first time pointed out that the Christians lived in three centers and that

the first night’s stop had better be made at the first locality. That night about twenty five

Christians gathered for worship, none of whom had ever seen a missionary. The next day lunch

was taken at the second Christian village and in the afternoon the third and largest center was
reached. Sunday came and it was evident the examinations for admission to the catechumenate
were piling up unexpectedly. Meeting time arrived and to the utter astonishment of the

missionary there were seventy Christians gathered there in that most distant comer of all Korea
to worship God. Never before had a missionary been there, nor any other Westerner. Only three

or four out of the seventy had ever seen a missionary as far as could be found out. And yet there

they were, singing Gospel hymns, eagerly studying the Bible, praying and acting in general like

old Christians. They lavished expressions of welcome at the first, they proved their sincerity by
their ready compliance with every suggestion offered for their direction, they followed far on the

way as the missionary left urging him to be sure to come to Kang Kai to live. Kang Kai is a

hundred miles away from where they live but they knew that a missionary living at Kang Kai,

though one hundred miles away, could help them more than though he lived at Syen Chyun
which is three hundred miles from this Tung Kang valley.

The Korea Mission is asking the home church for $7000°° to open a station at Kang Kai

to help these seventy Christians and over nine hundred others in the district who have accepted

Christ. Anyone able to help is asked to correspond with The Board of Foreign Missions of the

Presbyterian Church in the USA.

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 236, #149)



December 1 1, 1906 Samuel A. Moffett
Princeton, New Jersey

Princeton Theological Seminary

209 Hodge Hall

Dear Dr. Brown:

Thank you for sending me Dr. Covert’s letter. It is always gratifying to know that one
has in any way helped to arouse an interest in the great work. I certainly very greatly

appreciated what Dr. Covert did to bring me into touch with many of the ministers and laymen in

Chicago and cannot but feel that often these formal or informal meetings with opportunity for

free conversation are productive of more good than the public addresses.

The luncheon at the Hamilton Club and the opportunity to speak to the students in

McCormick Seminary were two incidents which made my short visit to Chicago a most
enjoyable one. I was there the Sabbath that Dr. Covert accomplished his great work of paying
off an indebtedness of $27,000°° which for years had been upon his church. He now has a great

opportunity to lead his people into a larger work.

Word from Korea just received tells of “booming” work at Chai Ryeng and of “an
enthusiastic collection taken up for their new church”. This but emphasizes the need for houses
there so that we can be on the ground to look after the work.

Very sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 236, #157)



Pyeng Yang, Korea December 26, 1906 Graham Lee

Dear Dr. Brown:-

In the course of events it has become my duty to write you the monthly letter. The members
of the station are all well and as busy as usual. Yesterday we had our Christmas entertainment which
was voted a great success by the Koreans. It was a union affair - union of the four Presbyterian

churches in the city and the entertainment was held in the Central Church building. As the building

is not large enough to hold the crowds we knew would come, it was decided to give the

entertainment in the morning for the men and in the afternoon for the women. Our church will hold

nearly two thousand when packed and yesterday it was packed twice to the limit. In the afternoon I

never saw a crowd packed closer than that crowd of women. It was really dangerous and it was a

great relief when the program was finished and we got them out. A crowd of Korean men one can

manage but a crowd of Korean women is the most unmanageable thing I have ever had anything to

do with. The noise was frightful and those in the back of the room could hear nothing that was said

on the platform. In the morning the men were very orderly and quiet and the program went off

delightfully but in the afternoon well, I pause for lack of words to describe it. There was
only one thing to do, rush the program through and get them out before someone got killed. The
Christian women were quiet and behaved themselves but the heathen women - they were the limit!

We can never again have a union Christmas service for the simple reason that we have no building

large enough to accommodate the crowds that wish to attend. I’m sorry it is so but such is the case.

During the service in the morning we had an exciting variation in the advent of a crazy man
who jammed his way in through the crowd armed with a small hand axe with a determination, as he

said, to kill one of our elders. He had broken loose from his keeper and fortunately got in just at the

end of the meeting. We had to bind him and take him back to the cell in which we keep him. The
man is a member of the church and in the summer he is all right and makes a good living working

but when the cold weather comes on he goes crazy. This year he is worse than ever before and has

become very dangerous. Do you not see how our church here has before it all the problems to meet

and solve that the early church had? Here is the problem of the insane. There is no government

provision for taking care of a crazy person so the church has to meet the problem and solve it. One
year we tried to get the police magistrate to restrain this man but it didn’t work. The man was

confined a day or two and then turned loose. The church pays for a keeper and I have built a cell in a

house that stands on a hill by itself but as yet we have found no Korean who will look after the man
properly. Every once in so often he gets loose and then for a while things are doing until we catch

him again. The other night I was out in the country and while away he got loose and came to my
house and scared the ladies quite badly by prowling about the house and trying to look in at the

windows. At last he went away, greatly to the relief of Mrs. Lee and Mrs. Webb [Mrs. Lee’s

mother]. I wish someone would give us enough money to make a start toward an insane asylum.

The church is perfectly willing to bear its problems but when the problems come too fast it is

difficult. We are wrestling now with the educational problem and the people are doing nobly but so

much strength has gone into that and the regular work that we haven’t much for insane asylums. If

we had a building the church could care for it and pay keepers. A few hundred dollars would give us

a fine start. It is getting dark so I must stop.

Sincerely yours,

Graham Lee

(from microfilm #281, Vol. 236, #163)



Madison, Indiana December 31, 1906 Samuel A. Moffett

Rev. Arthur J. Brown, D.D.

156 Fifth Avenue, New York

Dear Dr. Brown:

I write to tell you a little of what Mr. Pang, the Korean evangelist in California has been

doing. He has just returned from his first itinerating trip and has been to San Rafael to see Mrs.

Moffett and through her sends me a report of his work.

Mrs. Moffett writes me after hearing Mr. Pang tell of his work, as follows: “He certainly

spent a most profitable time and the work has a splendid beginning. All the seven points he

visited seem to have given him a warm reception and he has enrolled nearly 150 in the several

groups. It needed only a leader to bring a response. Last Sabbath there were to be offerings in

the groups for the support of the work and Pang expects to know the result soon. He will

probably receive the money and will at once pass it all to Mr. Laughlin. In Oakland and San

Francisco new groups are starting - about 30 Christians in all. He is in good spirits over the

work and seems to have been wise in some of his decisions.”

I greatly rejoice in this work and am sure that the 1 80 Christians (including the new

groups being formed in Oakland and San Francisco) will give us a body which will become a

power in caring for the spiritual needs of the Koreans yet to come.

Mr. Pang visited Los Angeles, Riverside, Redlands and Pasadena and some other places.

In Los Angeles Rev. A.B. Prichard and his church have taken up the Korean work in a very

helpful way. I shall hope to hear of a good measure of self-support on the part of these people as

soon as we hear the returns from their offering for this purpose.

I am sure you will feel that the results so far secured justify the inauguration of this work

and that you will be glad to have this first report from Mr. Pang.

I am enjoying my Christmas season with my mother here and hear good news from my

wife and baby in California. I had a delightful visit in Chicago and greatly interested Mr. H.P.

Crowell in our work in Korea. I expect to be able to make a definite report to you in a few days

as to the form that interest will take.

With most cordial Christmas greetings,

Sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 236, #164)






